
In the Father’s House «As we have been united
in the profession of the faith,

so let us keep ourselves united
in suffrage and intercession».

(Fr. Alberione)
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At 6.00 p.m. yesterday, June 22, our brother of the Community of Timothy 

Giaccardo of Rome, died at the Sant'Eugenio hospital, due to metastatic 
prostate cancer.  
 

FR GUGLIELMO AGOSTINO ARDIZZI 
88 years of age, 74 of Pauline life, 68 of profession, 60 of priesthood 

 
Simple, affable, and respectful of others, he is aware of his shyness but loves 

cordiality and seeks dialogue. His way of doing things is always 'elegant' is his 
calling card. He faces problems not alone and tries everything possible to solve 
them, especially when superiors ask him for the service of authority. His 
availability is concrete not only towards his confreres but also towards the 
people who participate in the Masses in St. Timothy's chapel; with his way of 
doing he helps and says a word of encouragement to everyone. 

Through music, he plays the accordion, cheers, and shows the taste of beauty 
and simplicity, of what is genuine in our way of living in the community. 

He was born on August 28, 1931, in Tossicia (Teramo), now a small village of 
about a thousand inhabitants. Subsequently, his family left for Canada in search of 
work. A simple family, where father Ernesto and mother Carmela Di Cesare 
educate Guglielmo and his brother to an essential life. 

He came to know the Congregation thanks to his maternal uncle Don 
Giovanni Battista Di Cesare and entered the community in Rome on September 
2, 1945. After five years he began his novitiate in Albano Laziale and on 8 
September 1951 he made his first religious profession assuming the name of 
Augustine. In Rome, on September 8, 1956, he made his religious profession in 
perpetuity, and on July 5, 1959, he was ordained a priest by Bishop Luigi Traglia. 
An interesting request made to Don Zanoni, dated February 13, 1962, about the 
possibility of joining his parents in Toronto: "Now I am writing what I wanted to 
say verbally: I ask you if, at the end of the academic year, the Primo Maestro will 
allow me, as he had promised me to pay a visit to my parents, who have not 
seen me for five years and desire to participate in the first Mass of their son. 
Don Paolo Ruggeri suggests that I ask for a ticket for the plane, so as not to 
waste too much time going by ship". 

His first and sustained commitment is formation and teaching. In 1960, he left 
for the community of Vicenza to be master of the boys. Here he had to face the 
climate which was not very favorable to his health because a severe sore throat 
led him to ask Don Zanoni to go to Catania to cure this problem. He will also 
discuss this with Fr Alberione on his visit to the community of Vicenza. 

From 1965 to 1971 he was in Alba as a teacher of literature to middle school 
children and teacher of high school students. From 1971 to 1974 he was in the 
community in Modena as a superior and master of the aspirants. From 1974 to 
1985 he returned to Rome, always engaged in the formation as a master of "adult 
vocations", and for two terms as superior of the community. 

Subsequently, he left for Catania inserted in the vocation animation (1985-1995), 
until he arrived in Bari and remained there for three years with the same task. 
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In 1998 the Superior General, Fr Pietro Campus, called him to the Generalate 
as his delegate and community animator. For seven years he welcomed confreres 
from all over the world and, with his friendly and affable way of doing the things, 
he put himself at the service of all. 

From 2005 to 2013 he was among the Paulines engaged in the parish of the 
Queen of Apostles in Rome, especially close to the faithful who frequent the 
chapel of St Timothy. His health became increasingly fragile and precisely for this 
reason, in 2017, he was transferred to the community of Timothy Giaccardo, 
where together with other confreres he received all the necessary care to deal 
with dementia and other problems, not least cancer that led to his death. In this 
long time, his friendship with Fr Gino Spoletini has grown and, after his death on 
April 10, he has now joined him in Heaven. 

His last words, said to Brother Sergio Gialdi, are beautiful: "Say hello to 
everyone for me". All of them, in fact, he served and loved, as a Pauline, even 
with the accordion...  

May the Divine Master welcome him and be able to enjoy the gift of the 
Father's mercy in the Holy Spirit, the same gift received by Blessed James 
Alberione and the whole Pauline Family in Paradise. 

 

Rome, 23 June 2020    Fr Domenico Soliman, ssp  
 

The funeral will be celebrated tomorrow, June 24, at 11:00 a.m. at the Sub crypt of the Mary Queen of 
the Apostles Shrine. The body of Fr Guglielmo will be buried at the Laurentino Cemetery in Rome. 
 

The Circumscription Superiors inform their communities of the prescribed suffrages (Const. 65 
and 65.1). 
 


