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«As we have been united 

in the profession of the faith,  

so let us keep ourselves united 

in suffrage and intercession».   

(Fr. Alberione) 
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At 12:15 PM on Sunday, 8 March 2020, 2nd week of Lent, our Disciple of the 

Divine Master ended his earthly life in the community of “Timothy Giaccardo” in 

Rome,  

BROTHER GIOVANNI CAPRIANI 
82 years, 32 of Pauline life, 30 of religious profession 

He was gentle, faithful, humble, reserved, obedient man, dedicated to the 

Pauline apostolate, in love with Jesus. Not many words are needed to outline the 

human and spiritual trait of Brother John. He was born in Caprino Veronese, in 

the Province of Verona, on 3 July 1937. As a young man, he was close to the 

work of Father Calabria in Verona, where he was for some time an assistant to 

the boys. After middle school, he attended various courses of professional 

education in accounting and, subsequently, a formation course for agents and 
sales representatives. 

He soon became familiar with the Pauline apostolate because, when he was 

still young, he was absorbed in the SAIE, Società Azionaria Internazionale Editrice, 

an apostolic reality founded in 1954 in Turin by Father James Alberione to 

disseminate – in the perspective of “talking about everything in a Christian way” 

– the great works of the encyclopaedic culture to families through the door-to-

door sales channel. In this company, he has always worked closely with sales 

agents, traveling extensively throughout Italy. 

He consecrated himself to the Saint Gabriel the Archangel Institute, 

aggregated to the San Paolo Society, on 11 August 1966 and six years later, in 

1972, he made his perpetual profession. In 1988, after a period of discernment, 

with a letter to the Provincial Superior he asked to enter the Society of Saint 

Paul as a Disciple. «It is a desire that has accompanied me in my life and that has 

partly been fulfilled in the secular consecration as Gabrielite», he wrote. After a short 

period of formation in Turin, on 7 September 1989, he entered the novitiate in 

Albano Laziale. A year later, on 8 September 1990, he made his first profession, 

which he confirmed perpetually three years later. Thirty years of Pauline life saw 

him protagonist until 1998 in Turin, still at SAIE, and then for short periods in 

Genoa, Bari and Tor San Lorenzo, always engaged in community services. From 

2001 to 2012, he was in the community of Rome –San Paolo, where he worked 

in the warehouse. In 2012, due to the progressive aggravation of Alzheimer’s 

disease, he moved to the infirmary of Rome, where, now tried by the long 

fascination, he surrendered his soul to God. 

 

Rome, 9 March 2020                     Father Stefano Stimamiglio, ssp  

                                            Secretary General 

The funeral of Brother Giovanni will take place on Tuesday, 10 March 2020, at 9 AM (local time) in the 

sub-crypt of the Queen of the Apostles Shrine in Rome. His body will then be buried in the family tomb in 

Pesina di Caprino Veronese (Verona, Italy). 

Circumscription Superiors should inform their communities of the prescribed suffrages (Const. 

65 and 65.1). 


