
In the house of the Father 
 

«As we have been united 
in the profession of the faith,  

so let us keep ourselves united 
in suffrage and intercession».   

(Fr Alberione) 
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In the early afternoon of 20 February 2017, in Kinshasa (Congo) our young 
novice returned to the House of the Father 
 

YVES-JEAN-LÉON ZELO KAZIALA 
23 years and 5 of Pauline life  

«What will happen to me today, my God, I do not know. All I know is that 
nothing will happen to me that you have not predestined or prepared for my 
greater good for all eternity. This alone is enough for me...». These are the proper 
words of the “Act of Abandonment” which our young novice Yves prayed while 
he animated the community prayer in the morning on the day he died. He invited 
his novice companions to deepen in their prayer life with the above words so 
deep and imbued with faith. This is his testimony of faith, the most precious gift 
which he left us as a legacy while he lived with enthusiasm his year of novitiate. 

Yves was born in Kinshasa on 8 April 1993 to parents of fervent faith, of a 
large family (5 brothers and 3 sisters) originally from N'djili (Kinshasa), fully 
inserted in the parish of St. Therese of the Child Jesus, the Christian community 
that has given birth to many vocations for the Pauline Family. 

His Pauline journey was very intense. After completion of secondary 
education, he attended a year of aspirancy for the period of discernment and he 
continued to live with his family. Having brilliantly passed the admission test in 
November 2011, he entered the community of Lubumbashi to begin the 
preparatory period in religious life. In the community of Limete, he began his 
journey as a Pauline aspirant attending his studies in philosophy at the University 
of Saint Augustin of Limete. Subsequently, in July 2016 he completed the Bachelor 
of Arts degree at the Loyola University in Congo – Canisius Faculty, living in the 
Community of Kimwenza. 

On 10 September 12016 he began with much awareness the novitiate, 
important months for Yves in which he manifested his solid Pauline vocation, 
expressed in love for the apostolate, especially by engaging in music production, 
given his gift of tenor voice and his competence in directing our choir. Already 
during the postulancy, speaking with the Regional Superior, he was able to assert: 
«I’m not here to try one of the many roads; I am convinced that this is my 
vocation and I will work till the end to achieve it». 

On Monday of 20 February 2017, before beginning a study session, an outing 
was organized to the river Congo for all the novices of the male Congregations 
living in Kinshasa. In the afternoon, around 14:30, during the water games, 
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everything happened so rapidly. Two other novices have safeguarded their lives, 
while for Yves there was nothing to do.  A local fishing boat immediately rushed 
to the place in order to help, but it could do nothing except to bring out only the 
dead body of Yves, who died by drowning. 

His departure left everyone stunned, especially the companions of novitiate, 
the aspirants and the postulants of the Region. The Pauline Family and the nearby 
religious communities have gathered in prayer and in these days before the 
funeral, according to Congolese tradition, there will be memorial celebrations, 
which will culminate in the wake of Friday. By the community decision, Yves will 
be dressed with the religious habit. 

For the consolation of Papa Alfred and Mama Béatrice, for all his family, for 
the Community, for his novitiate companions, together with the formators and 
the Pauline Family, is to know that Yves is already part of the choir of Angels, 
where he can fully express his Pauline vocation: to live in God. 

We thank God the Father for having given us Yves, the young who carried with 
him the love for the Pauline mission and who desired to live according to the 
teachings of St. Paul in the footsteps of Blessed James Alberione. Before us as he 
was called to Eternity, the Founder recalled: “though the word was proclaimed 
for a moment its effect remains for eternity”. 

Through the intercession of Yves let us entrust to the Lord all the novices and 
the young in formation of the Pauline Family and together with him let us renew 
the Act of Abandonment:  «... All that you want or you allow to happen, let it be 
for your glory and for my sanctification». 
 
Rome, 22 February 2017 
            Fr Domenico Soliman, ssp 
 
 
The funeral service will be held on Saturday 25 February at 10:00 at the Parish of Saint 
Teresa of Child Jesus in N'djili (Kinshasa). Before the funeral service, a memorial Mass 
will be celebrated on Friday 24 February at 18.00. His remains will be buried in the 
Cemetery of the religious in Kinkole. 
 

The superiors are to inform their communities for the prescribed suffrages (Const. 65 and 65.1). 


