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«As we have been united in the profession 
of the faith, so let us keep ourselves united 
in suffrage and intercession». 

 (Fr. Alberione) 
 

 
 

 

At 16:45, local time, of 22 September 2016, at the Sagrado Corazón de Jesús 
Hospital of Guadalajara (Mexico), has reached eternal life our brother Priest 

FATHER CLEMENTE ADRIÁN CORNAGLIA 
87 years, 73 of Pauline life, 68 of religious profession and 59 of priesthood 

With the demise of Fr. Cornaglia, the handing over of witnessing among the first 
generations of Italian Paulines, who founded the Mexico-Cuba Province, to their 
“children”, who continued the development of the apostolic activities and the 
expansion of Pauline charism, has definitely been completed. Mexico loses a father in 
Fr. Adrián, who gave the best of his life for the good of souls in that portion of the 
American continent. 

Born on 4 February 1929 in Santa Vittoria D’Alba in Piedmont (Italy) by Giovanni 
Battista and Alfonsina, eldest of five children (having three brothers and a sister), 
Clemente entered the House in Alba on 15 February 1943. He made his first religious 
profession on 8 September 1948, adding the name of Adriano (later adapted into 
Adrián in Spanish), and the perpetual profession exactly five years later, on 8 
September 1953. On 25 January 1957 he was ordained a priest in Rome by the laying 
on of hands by Msgr. Ettore Cunial. 

Particularly intelligent, as it clearly emerged from the reports of his formators, and 
of good piety, he manifested a great generosity as a young man, accompanied by a 
character a bit “grumpy”, as he himself admitted in his extensive correspondence 
with the various Superiors General journeying with him along the way. 

Just ordained, Primo Maestro sent him to Mexico. In August of 1957 he left Genoa 
on a ship bound for Veracruz, one of the major port cities of that nation, with a stop 
in Havana. In the Cuban capital he met Fr. Ugo Zecchin, founder of the Pauline 
mission in Mexico, who asked him to disembark and to help for a few months Fr. 
Alvise Luigi Soppelsa during the not so easy beginnings of our history in Cuba. He 
would remain there, contributing to the film apostolate and formation, until mid-
1958, experiencing first hand the eve of those extraordinary and dramatic war events 
that, from the historic “Battle of Santa Clara” (30 December 1958), would bring Fidel 
Castro and communism to power in Cuba (8 January 1959). 

Having arrived in Mexico, the long history of the contribution of Fr. Adrián to the 
vigorous growth of the Pauline apostolate in that nation begun, and in this order: 
Master of aspirants (1958-1963) and Novice Master (1963-1971) in Mexico City (and 
since 1968 in Guadalajara), Superior at Taxqueña (1973-1976), collaborating with 



Edilux, our company that manufactures cassettes and minimedia (1976-1983). 
Subsequently, in Guadalajara, he served as Superior (1983-1986), coordinator of the 
apostolate (1986-1996), Bursar and responsible for the diffusion (since 1996). To 
him, in particular, has to be attributed the considerable effort in following with 
expertise the construction work of some of our historic houses in Mexico, as, indeed, 
that of Guadalajara (1968). Notable commitments had cost him his health, like many 
confreres of his time, due to so much work and also some psychological malaise, 
from which he would then positively recover. 

«The heart of Fr. Adrián, without ever losing its roots in Piedmont», the Mexican 
confreres write with gratitude and affection recalling his person, «has become a 
Mexican». They love to remember him in his best years, from one apostolic 
commitment to another, posing for a photo with the sombrero on his head and astride 
a horse, always animated by «a stubborn courage and an entrepreneurial spirit 
sustained by a temperament of a leader» . 

Interviewed in the book “The Pauline Mexican Spring”, he was able to say: «The 
clearest message we have is in our chapels: “Be not afraid”, “I am with you. From 
here I want to enlighten”. “Be sorry for sins”. Ours is a work of God and we must 
have faith. Times change but the ideal, which has to be continually updated, always 
remains. The means of communication are evolving and we must boldly seize new 
opportunities to fulfil our mission of evangelizing today’s society».  

Since 2010 Fr. Cornaglia was hospitalized in our infirmary at the community of 
Guadalajara, dedicated to “Santa María de Guadalupe”. Here he prepared himself for 
six long years for the final encounter with the Divine Master. Last 20 September he 
was hospitalized due to a malaise, and after some investigation it turned out to be 
thyrotoxicosis, diagnosed with a large malignant intrathoracic tumor, which then 
triggered the fatal lung infection. 

To this apostle of the Pauline Mexican Spring we now entrust the intercession for 
the Province where he spent his entire life, so that it would know how to proceed with 
faith and courage along the path that, inaugurated with the Assembly last August, will 
proceed with the extraordinary Chapter this coming 21-25 November. 

 
 

Rome, 24 September 2016 Fr. Stefano Stimamiglio 
 
 
 
The funeral have been held on Saturday, 24 September, at 10:00 (local time) in the Guadalajara community. 
His mortal remains will rest in the Pauline chapel in the cemetery of the City of Guadalajara. 

The Superiors are to inform their communities for the prescribed suffrages (Const. 65 and 65.1). 

 
 


