
SOCIETÀ SAN PAOLO 
il segretario generale 

 “As we have been united in the profession of 
faith, so let us keep ourselves united in 
suffrage and intercession.” 

 (Fr. Alberione) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At 14:40 today (local time), 10 September 2010, at Sakura-machi hospital of Tokyo-Koganei (Japan), our 
brother Priest has returned to the Father. 
 

FR. MATTEO ANTONIO MIGHITA TAKUMA 
71 years, 55 of Pauline life, 46 of religious profession 

 
     Born in Kagoshima-Amami on 24 August 1939, the first of five children, Takuma received 
baptism at the age of twelve on 23 December 1951, taking on that occasion the Christian name of 
Matteo. On 23 March 1955 the young Matteo entered the house of Fukuoka, established a few years 
before (in 1949); here he attended middle school (1955-1957), then high school in Tokyo-Akasaka 
(1957-1960), in the meantime starting to carry out his apostolate in the composing department. 
From 1960 to 1962 he is committed in the study of Latin. On 8 April, also in the house of Tokyo-
Akasaka, he enters the novitiate, which he ends making his first profession on 8 April 1964. On this 
occasion he assumes the name of Antonio. The two years that follow see him committed in the 
study of philosophy (1964-1966) in Tokyo. From 1966 to 1970 he studies theology in Rome; here 
he makes his perpetual profession on 8 September 1969 and is ordained a priest on 17 May 1970, 
day of Pentecost, by Pope Paul VI in St. Peter’s Basilica. After a year (1970-1971) dedicated to the 
study of German in Germany, Fr. Antonio returns to Japan in May of 1971. 
     Years of full activity follow that see Fr. Antonio committed in the most varied sectors of the 
Pauline apostolate: in 1971 he is committed in the redaction of books, besides working in the 
redaction of the Catholic weekly of the Japanese Episcopal Conference. The following year he 
continues in the redaction of periodicals (the magazine Katei no tomo) in Wakaba. From 1972 to 
1974 he is formator of the aspirants in Fukuoka. Then he returns to Wakaba, again for the redaction 
of periodicals (1974-1977), becoming head redactor and member of the councils of administration 
of Tokyo-Akasaka. 
     The years from 1979 to 1984 sees him committed as provincial councilor and local superior of 
Wakaba. Then we find him as head of the planning of the apostolate and general vice-director 
(1984-1988), again councilor and provincial secretary (1988-1991), in diffusion (1988-1990) and 
finally editorial director again (1990-1997). Then he is local councilor and secretary of the house of 
Wakaba (1994-1997), superior of the house of Osaka-Mino (1997-2000) and vocation promoter 
(2000). Transferred to Hachioji in May 2000, from July to December 2000 he books for himself a 
period of permanent formation which he spends in Brazil. After reentering Japan, he assumes 
charge of vocation promoters and becomes a member of the sector of formation, besides working 
for redaction in the house of Hachioji (2001-2003). The following years we find him in charge of 
the committee of spirituality and member for the commission of spirituality of the Pauline Family 
(2004-2005), always at Hachioji where he continues also his commitment in the editorial sector. In 
2006 he is transferred to the new house of Wakaba. The health of Fr. Antonio begins to worsen 
because of Parkinson’s disease and he gets in-house treatment starting January 2007. In June 2009 
he is admitted in Tokyo International Hospital and then in Sakura-machi Hospital where he remains 
until the end.   
      The life of this our brother confirms the judgment given by those responsible for his formation: 
he does not have many demands for himself and is available for services requested from time to 



time. We entrust him to the Divine Master so that he may welcome him in the eternal dwellings 
reserved for faithful servants. 
 
     Rome, 10 September 2010 
                                                                                                               Fr. Vincenzo Vitale 
 
 
The Superiors of Circumscription are to inform their communities for the prescribed 
suffrages (Const. 65 and 65.1).         
 


