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EVANGELIZATION IN THE MISSIONARY ACTIVITY
AND IN THE LETTERS OF PAUL

How Paul’sWorld Works: My Working Assumptions.

Much of what | will be sharing with you in these presentations has aready been
published by Alba House (Akron, Ohio, USA) as noted in my list of resources. That audio-tape
presentation comes with a printed study guide. | have based these presentations on that study
guide and on the commentary that | published subsequently with my boyhood friend and
professional colleague, Dr. Bruce J. Malina (Creighton University) with Fortress Press (2006).
Our friendship and collaboration spans more than sixty years. If you are familiar with the Alba
House program, these presentations will be a pleasant review and expansion of those ideas.

Paul belonged to that generation of the Jesus movement which stood between the Jesus
group and the Evangelists. His seven undisputed letters make it clear that Paul considered
himself to be an I sraglite prophet sent by the God of Israel to Israelites who were residing as
minority groups among non-Israelites mgjorities. He had little to no interest in Gentiles, even
those who believed in Jesus. Paul considered them to be like branches grafted “contrary to
nature” on to Israel, the true root (Rom 11:24). These reflections on Paul as an Evangelizer in his
missionary activity and his letterswill present him in afresh perspective. Participants are invited
to explore Paul asa* change agent” commissioned by God to proclaim and prepare for the
forthcoming theocracy soon to be inaugurated by the return of the Risen Jesus, appointed by God
as Messiah and Cosmic Lord.

A. Terminology

1. No Christians before Constantine (325 A.D., Nicaea).
-Jesus Movement: Jesus and the group of hisimmediate circle of followers.
-Jesus-Groups: those who followed after Jesus death and resurrection.
-They called themselves: Followers of the Way (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22).
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-Outsiders called them: Christians (Acts 11:26; 26:28; | Peter 4:16-17) with
negative connotation.
-We might call them “ M essianists’ since the majority of them were “ Judeans’
who accepted Jesus as Messiah.

We can view thisinformation thus:

First Generation Jesus, Apostles, their families, various
followers. Etc. The Jesus Movement

Second Generation Paul and his associates: Timothy, Silas,
Apollo, Lydia, Phoebe, et a. Jesus-
groups.

Third Generation Evangelists Mark and Matthew

Fourth Generation Luke (and Acts).

2. No Jews before the Talmud (circa 500 A.D.)
-First Temple Judaism (950-587 B.C.): Israglites (literally “sons of Israel” Exod
1:1; Gen 35:10)
-Second Temple Judaism (520 BC to 70 AD): “Judeans’ (Y ehudim, loudaioi), al
who lived in the Persian colony: Yehud. (See Neh 1:2; 2 Macc 6:1; and the NT).
Hence the Jesus Group members are Judeans.
-After 70, Y ohanan ben Zakkai founds the Academy at Y abneh (Jamnia) in
which Rabbinic Judaism took root eventually culminating in the Talmuds:
Babylonian and Palestinian. Modern day Judaism is rooted in Talmudic practices.
(The English word, Jew, isamedieval English word and inappropriate to describe
anything prior to 500 AD).

Thus, Jesus groups were: Israel awaiting the theocracy proclaimed by Jesus.”

Ben Zakkaist groups who formed after 70 were: “lsrael awaiting the restoration of the

Temple.”

Paul, therefore, isa“Messianist” in ongoing conflict with fellow Judeans who refused to
believe that Jesus isthe Messiah.

In his letters, Paul never call himself a Judean, although he claims Judean birth (Gal 2:15;
self-definitions Phil 3:5; 2 Cor 11:22). For Paul, the world consists of Israel and all other peoples
(taethne, the out-group), while hisIsrael consists of Judeans and Hellenes (misleadingly
trandated as“ Jews and Greeks.” Hellasdid not exist in thefirst century! See Rom 3:9; 10:12;
1 Cor 1:24; Gal 3:28). Italian: Ebrei e Greci; Spanish: judio y non-judio).

Judeans were | sraglites with ties to Judea and its customs. A Hellene was a person who
was cultivated, who spoke a common Hellenic language, practiced some Macedonian or
Athenian or, increasingly, Roman customs and behaved in what was considered to be a
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cultivated or “civilized” life-style. A Hellene could be a Roman, an Egyptian, an Israelite, or
whatever. In other words, “Judean and Greek” refer to status and not a country or a state.

B. Letters

Five of Paul’s seven authentic letters (1 Thess, 1-2 Cor, Gal, Phil. deal with
(interpersonal) problems faced by Jesus-groups founded by Paul. Romans deals with travel
arrangements. Philemon serves as arunaway slave’ s letter of recommendation that his master
accept him back. To put all Paul and his |etters into context, consider this chart:

Asfor Paul’s letters, they can be viewed in this perspective.

First generation pauline documents trace Seven authentic letters: 1 Thess, 1-2 Cor,
back to Paul and hisinteraction with persons Gal, Phil, Phim, Rom

in the small groups (*churches’) that he

founded

Second generation pauline documents Colossians and 2 Thess

Third generation pauline documents Ephesians (a sort of |etter to non-

Israelite Jesus-group members),
Hebrews (a sort of letter to practicing
Judean Jesus groups), and the Pastoral
letters (1-2 Tim, Titus)

Such chronological information isimportant in helping modern readers avoid the pitfall
of anachronism. It also helpsamodern reader to trace development in Paul’ s thinking, etc. But
there is another pitfall with equally potential devastating consequences. ethnocentrism. Modern
readers interested in Paul’s “theology” are at particular risk of falling into thispit. Let usreturn
to Paul’slife and letters from a social scientific perspective for afresh understanding.

C. Paul’sLifein Social Scientific Perspective: Who is Paul?

1. Paul isNOT a Roman Citizen.

Acts 21:39, heisacitizen of Tarsus; several other passagesin Actsindicate that Paul was
also aRoman citizen (16:37; 22:25; 23:27). However, a Roman Citizen could not be exposed to
the abuse heaped upon Paul (2 Cor 11:24-25). Thus Paul’ stestimony in his letters conflicts with
Luke s“spin” in Acts. The Stegemanns (p. 302) call the Acts portrayal a“literary fiction.”

2. Paul isof LOWER social status. Paul’s noteworthy (upper) social position in Acts
has no basisin his own letters. He worked as an artisan and depended on others for financial
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support (2 Cor 11:8-9; Phil 4:10ff). He may have been just above subsistence level. (See the
Stegemanns).

3. Paul isan Israelite, Benjaminite, of a family practicing Judean customs (Phil 3:5-
6). First century persons defined themselves, as arule, in terms of gender, genealogy and
geography. Here Paul implies gender and geography, but specifies genealogy, first in terms of
kinship (Israglite, Benjaminite, of afamily practicing Judean customs devotedly [that iswhat
“Hebrew” meant], then in term of his associational or fictive kinship affiliation (Pharisee). See
also 2 Cor 11:22.

4. Persecutor of Messianists. See Gal 1:12-14, 22-23, and Acts 7:58-8:3. Paul was an
Israelite who persecuted I sraglite Jesus groups in Judea.

5. Called by God to be an Apostle. See Gal 1:15-17. Paul didn’'t “convert” to
Christianity for two reasons. Christianity didn’t come into existence until after 325 AD, and
conversion means moving from one group to another. Paul remained an I sraelite to the end of his
life. He cared nothing about non-Israglites.

6. Apostleto Israelitesliving among non-l sraelites (“ Gentiles’). See Galatians 1:15-
17 with itsallusionsto Jer 1.5 and Isa49:1. Compare Matt 10:5; 18:17; 28:19. Paul was an
Apostle of God (I Cor 1:1) commissioned to preach the “gospel of God” (Rom 1:1) - something
entirely new, hence Paul would be called a*change agent” today, someone who isto
communicate and diffuse some innovation. We shall reflect at some length on the concept of a
change agent.

7. Paul’sfield of Evangelization was the Western Diaspora. From earliest times, there
were two Diasporas (East - from Palestine to Babylonia; and West - from Palestineto Asia
Minor, Macedonia, Achaia, Rome etc.) with Palestine in the middle. Thisinvolved two
languages (Aramaic and Greek) and two literatures (Ora Torah, the Talmuds; and the
Septuagint). Palestine and the Eastern diaspora were observant; the Western diaspora was totally
enculturated so much so that one could not distinguish an Israglite from the non-1sraglites.

8. Paul was a holy man in his culture (saddig/hasid). All cultures recognize such
individuals (e.g., Shamans) who have immediate access to the world of the spirits, and who can
broker gifts (especially healing but also information) from that world to this.

Given Paul’ s approach, his presumptions -- that his audience knew Isragl’ s story and
knew Israel’ s scripture and that his essential task was to proclaim how the God of Israel was
revealed in the resurrection of Jesus thus appointing Jesus Israel’ s Messiah with aforthcoming
Israelite theocracy -- makesit quite clear that Paul’ s message was meant for Israglites. And given
the range of Israglitesin thefirst century, the perception both of the message and of approaches
to the message would follow the patterns of the recipients of thisinnovation spread by Paul a
change agent in Isradl.
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In summary, we (Malinaand Pilch) offer the following chart comparing the prevailing

Received View

Paul is the apostle to the Gentiles.

Paul is apostle with aministry.

Paul is source of theology

Paul second founder of Christianity, after
Jesus.

Paul is apostle to heterophilous groups, i.e.
non Israelite Gentiles.

Paul’ s doctrine is eschatol ogical, sometimes
apocalyptic.

Paul writes to religious groups.

Paul is directly and immediately relevant to
21% century churches.

Paul is a monotheist.

Paul isauniversalist.

modes of interpreting Paul’ s letters and the viewpoints adopted here:

Social Science View

Paul isthe apostle to Israglites living
among Gentiles.

Paul is change agent with an innovation

to communicate to Isradl..

Paul isfocused on interpersonal relations
in Jesus group formation.

God isfounder of Christianity

Paul is change agent to homophilous
groups, i.e. Israglites living among
Gentiles.

Paul’ s doctrineis political religion,
proclaimed theocracy, for fictive kin
groups.

Paul writesto fictive kin groups with a
domestic religion, awaiting the kingdom

of God (political religion in abeyance).

Paul was directly and immediately
relevant to 1% century Jesus groups.

Paul is a henotheist.

Paul is ethnocentric particul arist.
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D. Chronology of Paul’sLife (Murphy-O’Connor)

What has been learnt from the letters can now be summarized as follows:

Birth
Commissioning
Arabia
Damascus
Jerusalem (1st visit)
SyriaandCilicia
Jerusdem (2nd visit)

c.6bc

A 33

34
34-37
37
37-?
51

These conclusions, however, must be confronted with the evidence of Acts.

Theresultsof thisandydsand caculaions can be tabulated asfollows

Antioch

Macedonia

Macedonia

Jerusalem

Antioch
Departure from

Journey to Gdlatia
Minidry in Galatia
Journey to

Minidry in

Journey to Corinth

Minigry in Corinth

Journey to Jerusalem
Conferencein

Winter 45-46
April 46

April-September 46
September 46 - May 48
Summer 48

September 48 - April 50

April 50

April 50-September 51
September 51

October 51

51: 1 Thess

We are now in apogtion to complete the above table.
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Jarusdem October 51
Conference

Antioch Winter 51-52

Journey to Ephesus April-Jduly 52

Ephesus August 52 - October 54 53:. Gd,

Phil, [Cal], Phim

54-55: 1 Cor, 2 Cor

Macedonia Winter 54-55

[llyricum SUmmer 55

Corinth
Winter 55-56 56: Romans

Journey to Jerusdlem Summer 56

Jerusdlem-Caesarea 577617

Journey to Rome September 61-Spring 62

Rome Spring 62 - Spring 64

Spain Early Summer 64

Around the Aegean 64-667?

Degthin Rome 67

Paul wasborn in Gischdain Upper Gdlilea Family soldinto davery dfter 4 BC, likdly bought by a
Romandtizenin Taraus. Hewasan Aramaic Spesking Isradite, though outs de Paestine he gooke Greek. Knew
the LXX wel, quoted it about 90times. Educated in Tarsuslikdy &t the University there, o hebecamefamiliar
with Stoidsm (everything happens according to divine resson, o acquiesce!). About 15 AD (20 yearsold) after
finishing hiseducation, hewasardatively assmilated Diagporalgadite. Hewewent to Jerusdlem (500 miles, Sx
weeks of waking) wherehe became a Phari see (two-thirds of their teeching concern dit, purity, agricultura
produce). Paul wasaJerusalem Pharissefor about 20 years before acogpting Messiah Jesus (about age 40).
Though their lives overlgpped, Jesusand Paul never met while Jesuswas dlive Thar aritica encounter took place
inan dternate ate of consdousness (1 Cor 15:8).

Paul or hisletter carriers could average 20 milesaday (induding Sckness injury, bad weether, wait for
caavan, etc). Asnoted above theletterswerewrittenin onecity to Jesusgroupshefounded living in other dties.
Hewrateat lesst Sx lettersfrom Ephesuswhere helived two years Toillugtrate, Corinthisabout 320 milesadong
the coadt from Thessdlonica. In Corinth Paul worried about the new bdieversin Thessalonica, S0 he sant Timothy
toinquire Thiswould teke 2-3wesks. He d say awhile, then 2-3 weeeksfor thereturn trip. Paul would wait two
monthsto get newsabout them. Then hewrote hislettersto them. Thus* Paul wasout of touch with hisconverts
mog of thetime, even when they werein grestest nesd of him.”

Resources
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Monday, April 20, 2009

1.9:.00-10:30am Evangdization in Paul’sLeters Paul, God’sChange Agent
Dr. John J. Alch, Rome, April, 2009.

Paul the Apostle can beviewed asachange agent. He had something new and different to share, and was
authorized by God to announcethischangeto fdlow | sradlitesinthe Western digpersion. Thus inthecaseof Paul,

Change Agency = God
Change Agent=Paul
Clients=thosewho nesd the change.

Change agentsinvariably havethefollowing seven tasks, occurring in no fixed order gpart from thefirgt
andlagt deps

Sep 1 Ned for Change

Thebook of Adspresantsidedized scenarios of how Paul parformed thisinitid function of thediffusion
of innovation, how he medeligenersredize they needed to adopt the change hewas preeching. See Acts17:1-9.

Sep 2 | nformation Exchange

Thisispredsdy the sagea which Paul’ sleter writing adtivity and emissary exchangefitsin. All the
|letters but Romanswere sant to groupswho adopted the change Paul preached (“thegospd of God’). Itisdso
with aview to informeation exchangethat Paul ssndsemissariessuch as Timothy (1 Thess 3:6; Phil 2:19, 22; 1 Cor
4:17; 16:10), Apallo (1 Cor 16:12), Epaphroditus (Phil 2:25), and Sivanus (2 Cor 1:19) to the new Jesus-groups
The Jesus-groupsin turn send emissariesto Paul with reportsand/or questions. Chlog sgroup informed Paul
about problemsin Corinth whilehewasin Ephesus (1 Cor 1:11). The purpasebenind such aninformation
exchange rdaionship induded the fallowing sequence of three Steps: diagnose problems, cregieintent to change,
and prevent discontinuance. Let uscondder thesein order.

Sep 3. Problem Diagnoss

Paul hed to diagnosehisdients problemsaising from theinnovation prodamed by him. E.g., anong
the Thessdonianshe sroveto retoreorder ((1 Thess4:9-12), to assuage their concerns about bdieverswho died
beforethe Parousia (1 Thess 4:13-18), and to td | them more about that event which he congdered imminent (1
Thess5:1-11).

Sep. 4 Cregtelntent to Change

Paul’ sinformation exchange rdationship likewise encourages hisdientsto perseverein thededson they
hed medeto join the Jesus-group. Such perseverance requires dient-centered mativation. The phrase Paul repeats
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mog often to mativatetheredipients of hislettersto continueto changeis*“for us’ or something equivaent. Seel
Thess5:10; Gl 3:13-14.

Sep 5: TrandateIntent into Action

Change agentsawayswant their dientsto trandaether intent to changeinto action, into actud change.
Intdlectud agreement will not suffice. Paul’ surging a thedose of dl of hisexhortationsisto do whet he suggests
to benave accordingly. Heexhortsthe Thessdloniansno lessthen four timed (1 Thess 1:11-12; 4:1; 4:10; 5:14).

Asagood change agent would do, 30 Paul presentshimsaf asamodd for imitation. In other wordshe
offersconcrete“how to” informetion. “Beimitatorsof me, asl amof Chrig” (1 Cor 11:1; seed04:16; Phil 3:15;
1Thess2:14).

“How ta” knowledgeisoften accompanied by “theressonwhy” knowledge Hisexhortationtothe
Philippian bdieverstoimitate himis contragted with thosewho live “ asenemies of the crossof Chrig” (Phil 3:18).
Thesewould befdlow-lgraditeswho refused to recognize JesusasMessiah, and |gadlite Judaizerswho inds on
impasing therequirements of Torah righteousness as practiced in Judeaupon assmilated |gradliteslivinginthe
Diagpora(disperson).

Sep. 6: Sability and Prevention of Discontinuance

Clientsoften adopt innovations only to discontinue them. The change agent’ stask isto Sabilize adoption
and prevent discontinuance. Gaaiansisa parade example urging dientsnat to discontinuein favor of an
dternative verson of theinnovation. Paul omitsthe customeary expresson of persond indebtedness (the so-cdled
“thanksgiving” section) inthis|etter and beginsingead by saying: “I am astonished thet you are o quickly
desating himwho cdled you in [the] grace[of Chrigt] and tumning to adifferent gopd —not that thereisanother
gogd...!” (G 1:6). So catainwasheof hisgospd thet Paul leveled atwo-fold curse againg such adtivity.

Theonly reason Paul canthink of to explain why the Gaaians abandoned hisinnovation for ancther is

thet someone mugt have cedt theevil eye uponthem. “Y ou fodlish Gadatiand Who hasbewitched you?” (Gd 3:1).
Seed01Thess4:1

Sep 7: Achievea Termina Rdationship

When adient group adoptsan innovation in somesableway, the change agant’ sgod isto achievea
termind reaionship, to end the ongoing rdationship. FHrat and second generaion Jesus-group change agentsare
Succesded by locd centrd personages a timesby aboard of dders (“predoyters” 1 Tim4:14; Titus 1:5-6), & other
timeby agnglecentral person (“egpiskopos’ best trandated as“ uparvisor,” 1 Tim 3.1, Titus 1.7).

Summary:

These seven features mark Paul’ s* gpodolateto [Isradlitesliving among] the Gentiles” Homophilousand
heterophilous communication ssemsto confirm that he had littleinterest and adtivity among non-lgadites
Homophilous= likeminded people, common educetion, beliefs sodd gatus etc. Horizontal. Heterophilous=no
common education, beliefs sodd gatus ec. Veticd, asconverson of aKing, Prince, (Poland).

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON ST PAUL



11

How thelnnovation was Recaved.

Both from the Satidicsdted and from theliteratureitsdf, thet is Paul’ slettersand Adts it isevident thet
thosewho acogpted theinnovation thet Paul preached were perhgpsfar fewer than thosewho rgectedit.

Paul: Modd for the21® Century

Private revdaionsnotwithgtanding, the God of Isradl has not commissoned anew change agent nor
communicated afreshinnovation.

Perhaps, like Paul, contemporary fallowers of JesusMessiah, “ Abraham'’ sseed according to the
promise” ought to discern how faithfully and accuratdy theinnovation that Paul preeched has been acogpted and
isbaing implemented now, inthe 21% century. Pope Benediict XVI hasled theway with such darifications (eg.,
limbo; Stephen not adescon).

Alresdy inthe 1949, F. Edward Segman, an eminent American biblica scholar noted that many
<oripture passageswere correctly interpreted and goplied to support dogma, but heidentified three problemsthat
characterized textswhich werewrongly used. These problemsare dill worth addressing today. Thefird is
migrandation. The ssocond aror istearing aversefromitscontext inthe Bible Thethird error isreading into atext
something which the author could never haveintended (eisegesis).

Condudon

In hisbook, Jesusof Nazareth (2007), Pope Benedict XV wrote “It goeswithout saying that thisbook is
innoway an exerdse of the Magiserium, but issoldy an expresson of my persond search ‘for theface of the
Lord (Cf. Ps27:8). Everyoneisfres, then, to contradict me. | would only ask my reedersfor thet initid goodwill
without which there can beno underdanding” (Retzinger xxiii-xxiv). | canthink of no better way to condude my
reflections on Paul the Evangdlizer best understood asachange agent, appropriate modd for the 21 century.

Resources

Asoough, Richard. Lydia Paul’s Cosmopadlitan Hogtess Paul’s Sodid Network: Brothersand Sdersin Fath.
Cdllegeville MN: TheLiturgica Press 2000.

Hartin, Parick . Apallo: Paul’ s Partner or Riva? Paul’ s Socid Network: Brothersand Sgersin Fath.
Cdllegeville MN: TheLiturgica Press 2009.
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Callegeville MN: TheLiturgical Press 2008.

Mdlina, BruceJ. and John J. Allch. Sodd Sdence Commentary onthePaulineLetters  Minnegpolis MN:
Fortress Press 2006. Pp. 1-26

. Sodd Soence Commentary on Adsof the Apadies Minnegpolis MN: Fortress Press, 2008,
Murphy-O' Connor, Jerome. Paul: HisStory. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004.
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Socidly of Biblicd Literature, 2008.
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2.11:00- 12:30: 1 Thessalonians Firg Lete from Paul, God’sChange Agent

Dr. John J. Rlch, Rome, April, 2009
[.1Thess1:1L etter Opening (Superscription).

I1.1Thess1:2-3:13 About theRdationship between the Change Agentsand the JesusGroup That They
Formed

Stion One 1 Thess 1:2-2:16 Eventsance theformation of the Jesus Group & Thessdlonika
Sation Two: 1 Thess2:17-3:13 After the formation of the Jesus Group a Thessalonika
[11. 1 Thess4:1-5:24 Directivesand Exhortations
Saction One 1 Thess4:1-12 Conduct Pleesing to God
Sation Two: 1 Thess4:13-5:11 Solutionsto Problems about Wheat isNext

Sadtion Three 1 Thess5:12-24 About Group Support

IV.1Thess5:25-28 Letter Clodng: Salutation and Blessing.
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After communication theinnovation and winning some dientsin the lradite community a Thessdonica,
Paul’ smain task wasto develop an informetion exchange rdationship with those dients. The purposewasto hep
Paul to diagnose problemsrigng from the adoption of theinnovation, to maintainthedients intent to change, and
totrandaethat intent into action. Ladtly, Paul sought to gabilizethe dient group and present discontinuance of the
change if possble

Of course, thereallt of thisisconflict. Somein thelsradite community who do not acoept the change
apply pressureto maintainthe satus quo. Paul sent Timothy to investigete, and after hearing apogtivereport from
him, Paul wrotethisletter.

Ingenerd, Paul ispleased with the good news brought by Timathy and praisesthemfor their progress. In
aseoond section of thisletter Paul gives exhortations about holinessand ingroup behavior. Then he addresses
questions about Jesus-group memberswho have died and about thetime of God' sforthcoming intervention.
Findly heexhortsthe group about respecting their loca opinion leedersand supporting oneanother. Noticethe
grong interpersond dimensonsof communicationinthisletter. Hisuseof emphatic pronouns(in Grek) fillsthe
|etter with acertaninterpersond dosaness matched only by hisletter to the Philippians

Wewill focus on Section Three (1 Thess 4:1-5:24 Directives and Exhortations) but skim through the
ealier sctions

I.1Thess1:1L etter Opening (Superscription)

Paul, Svanus (Silas) and Timothy are co-authors of theletter and Jesus-group change agents. Church
(ekklesg) isagethering of the entitled resdents of adity with the privilege of deciding mettersof Sgnificancetothe
city with the obligation to support what was of Sgnificanceto thedty. Thisword was used inthe LXX to describe
God' schasen people, hence Paul usesit 3o destribe God' snew chosen people: The group with which they were
in conflict wasthe synagogue (synegoge) an Igadite gathering.

Lord isonewho has complete power. JesusasLord holds cosmic power. Thiswould definitdy be seen
by Romansasapdliticd chdlengeto the reigning Emperor, Claudius. Thefirg adoptersof Paul’ sGospd were
likdy of higher sodd levds

I1.1Thess1:2-3:13 About theRdationship between the Change Agentsand the JesusGroup That They
Formed

Noaticethelanguage “welour’ “youlyour”. Thisusage pointsto anindstence on mutua commitment and
olidarity rather than any concarn with power (authority) or influence (teeching). Theteechinginthisletter isabout
practicd attachment to fellow membersof the Thessdonian Jesus Group (4:9-5:11). Devdoping adidinctive
group identity iscrudd to the change agent’ stask to provide satility and prevent discontinuance of theinnovation.
(“God haschosenyod’).

1:10“rasad fromthedeed.” Resurrection meant thetrandformation of adeed personinto alifemarked
by aredicdly different way of being aliving humen. Thisbdieve derived from the Persans (Fars), after whomthe
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Pharissesarenamed. Phariseesand Qumran bdieved inthis Sadduceses denied it.

213-16. Thissactionisabout innovatorsand fird adopters. Innovators control adequate materid and
persondlity resourcesto absorb the possblefailure dueto an unsuccessful innovation. They can undersand and
apply rather complex knowledge They espousethe vaue of venturesomeness, thet is adesrefor the daring, the
chancy, andtherisky. Findly, innovatorsare coamopalites thet i, they have contact with outddersand most often
have sodd reaionshipswith them.

Hrg adoptersareamoreintegrated part of thelocd sodd sysemthen areinnovators They arelocdly
focusad people and frequently are opinion leeders They arenat far ahead of the average person and serveasrole
moddsfar othersin adopting theinnovation. They arerespected by peersand arethe embodiment of successul
and discret use of thenew idea. They know thet they must continueto earn the esteem and reputation of thair
colleaguesif thar pogtion asopinion leedersin the sodd sysemisto bemaintained.

3:11-13 Thetheme of thefirg three chepters of thisletter isPaul’ sattachment to the Thessalonians
“Love’ ismutud atachment of al persons concerned intheinnovation enterprise.

I11. 1 Thess4:1-5:24 Directivesand Exhortations

Sation One 1 Thess4:1-12 Conduct Pleasngto God
4:1-2“towdk and th please God” S0 outsderscan see and gpplaud.

4:3-8“holiness’” isnat amord conoept. It refersto “exdudvity” to aperson. They bdong exdusvdy to
God and should behave accordingly. They should avoid deviant sexud behavior (3-8) and pard gt in atachment to
Jesus-Group members(9-12). The Gresk word if 4:4 trandated as*body” meansmale sexud organ.
Thessa onian mdes should behave properly.

Stion Two: 1 Thess4:13-5:11 Solutionsto Problemsabout What isNext

4:13-18 Group memberswho havedied.

v. 15: “coming of theLord” = parousa= coming, arrivd, presence (never “retun”). Thepaintisto
uppart hisdientsin their innovaion decison, intheface of their grief a the degth of their fdlow group members
Wherewould theariva be?In Jerusdem, of course, wherethe“holeinthesky islocated.” So continueone's
dlegianceto and abiding confidencein God and hisMessah, Jesus

5:1-11 Thetime of God sforthcoming intervention

Forthcoming, very “soon.”  Beprepared likeaRomen Soldier for thet time. Thanksto Jesus' deeth, God
will not exerdsewrath (taking vengeancefor baing shamed).

Sation Three 1 Thess5:12-24 About Group Support

v. 12 “thosewho labor, have charge, and admonidh” are opinion leeders. Theseare parsonsinthe group
capableof informally influendng the attitude and overt behavior of group membersin adesred way withrdaive
frequency. Such had sanctioning ahility but werenot THE authority. Pesoe means putting asde agonistic conduct
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common among maesinthissodety, and rather rlate to eech ather with mutud care and concern.

IV.1Thes5:25-28 L etter Clogng: Salutation and Blessing.

Paul requestsprayersfor imsdf and hischange agent colleagues Hedossshisleter withadiginctive,
conventional Jesus-group letter dosing.

Resources

Mding, Bruce J. and John J. Rilch. Sodid Sdence Commentary onthePaulineLetters Minnegpalis MN:
Fortress 2006.  Pp. 27-56.
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3. 15:00-16:30: Paul AddressesProblemsin Corinth Causad by theChange

Dr. John J. Rlch, Rome, April, 2009

[.1Cor 1:11-8 Letter Opening (Supersription)

I1.1Cor 1:9-6:20 ReactiontoaReport from Chlog sPeople

Saction One 1 Cor 1:9—3:23 Reported Ingroup Conflict and Remindersto Fadlitate the Retoration of
Harmony.

Saction Two: 1 Cor 5:1—6:20 Reported Complacency with aCaseof Ingroup Incest and Directivesfor
DedingwithIt.

[11. 1Cor 7:1-15:58 Responseto Corinthian Questions

Part One: 1 Cor 7:1-40: About Mariage Now.

Pat Two: 1 Cor 8:1-11:1: About Foodsand Dining.

Pat Three: 1 Cor 9:1-27: About Jesus-Group Change Agentsand Their Entitlements.

Part Four: 1 Cor 10:1-11:1: About Showing Respect for Images.

Pat Hve 1 Cor 11:2-34: About Behavior & Jesus-Group Gatherings

Pat Sx: 1 Cor 12:1-15:40: About Phenomenal nduced by the Spirit.

Part Seven: 1 Cor 15:1-58: A Reminder about Paul’ s Gopd and the Resurrection of the Deed.
Pat Eight: 1 Cor 16:1-4: QuestionsConcarning the Temple Tax.

IV.1Cor 16:5-24: Letter Clogng: Travd Plans Salutationsand Blessings
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Inthisleter, Paul wasresponding to dl theinformation he hed recaived through previouschannd's
(reportsfrom Chloe 1 Cor 1:11; from Timothy 1 Cor 4:17; and aletter from others 1 Cor 7:1). Accordingtothis
information, it ssemsthat the Corinthiansare“reinventing” thegospd of God which Paul preachedtothem. Alll
hisletersindicatethat hisgogpd of God did not remain unvaried during the processof itsdiffuson. Such context-
basad changeiscdled “refraction.” Thequestionsand reportsput to Paul inthisletter derivefromthe
“ranventions’ in Corinth.

Inthefirg part of theletter, Paul repondsto informetion brought by Chloe speople. Cliqueshave
fractured the group (1:11ff), adeviant conjuga union scanddizesthem (5:1ff), ingroup lavaits are taken outside
thegroup (6:1ff). Thesscond part regpondsto questionsthe Corinthians asked: about having children (7:1ff),
aranging marriage (7:25ff), eding foods st beforeimages (8:1ff), and giftsof the Spirit (12:1ff), about hisown
ideaof acallection for Jerusalem (16:1ff) , and about Apallos (16:12). ThusPaul seeksto diagnose and offer
solutionsto problemsresulting from theinnovation adoption. Hed o seemsto maintain ther intention to adhereto
theinnovation they have accepted, and to Sahilize changes and prevent discontinuance.

|. Letter opening 1 Cor 1:1-8.

Paul remindsthe Corinthiansthet they are part of one cosmopalite gathering with but oneLord Jesus
Chrig. Though they pettern themsavesdfter the Greco-Roman household, they embrace |gradlite pdliticd rdigion
(Jesusretumning to initiste theocracy). Thusthe Jesus-group isin contrast with the political system of the Roman
Empirewhich dandsover againd ther hopeand aspirations

I1. Reactionstothereport from Chlog speople 1 Cor 1:9-6:10

StionOne 1Cor 1:9-3.23
Ingroup Conflict and Restoring Harmony

Baptiam bringsindividudsfrom the* outdde’ into the Group. They arenow indders and thepointisnot
0 much forgivenessof Sn and repentance aswith John the Bapti<, but rather mutud fellowshipwith Chrid.
Chloeand Stephanaswere opinion leedersin Corinth. Apolloswasatravding Jesus-group member, ther a
prophet or teecher. Paul dmost dwaysusesthe Aramac name, Cephas indicating that helocates Peter inthe
“Judean” (unavilized) category.

Wisdom (19 timesbetween 1:17-2:9) derivesfrom Hdlenistic sodety. It meansunderganding how to
liveand besuccessful inlife, asin Stoidsm, Plaionism, etc. Paul washot sant to baptize (v. 17) but to prodaimthe
gogpd of God, that Jesus crudfied by Judeenswaas raisad by God from the dead soon to retun to initiate theocracy
inJerusdem.

Paul’ sargument iswith Isradlites of dl stripes barbarian, i.e, Judeanswho sesk Sgns and avilized, i.e,
Hellenigswho seek philosophica reesons The crudified Jesus, source of thelife that humanwisdom seeks is
wisdomfor us Carinthians trust in God did not derive from human wisdom but from the power of God
demondrated in Jesus resurrection and the Corinthians dtered Sates of constousness expeariences
(*demondration of the Spirit and or power”, 24). “Rulersof thisage’ (2:8) are other-than-human beings (eg.,
dars) who control humanlife. God' s Spirit he psusunderstand the gifts God bestowson us. “Unspiritud” people
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who don't experience ASCssmply cannat undergand. Jesus-group wisdom comes soldy from God, through
Chrig cruafied, by meansof the Spirit of God. Cliquishness destroys God' stemple, the community of bdievers
Still, Paul doesnot merdy want to shame theseingroup membersbut to mend ingroup rdations. Asfather (not
guardian), Paul wants hischildren to imitate him and not reinvent theinnovaion he prodamed to them. Hewants
to dabilizethe Corinthians intent to changewhile preventing discontinuence. Thereinvention hereisdique
formetion with anew focuson “wisdom.” Paul diagnosestheroot of the problem asarrogance (w. 18-19; v. 6
exaggerding persond worth). Thisisachdlengeto the honor of Paul, God' sauthorized change agent.

Sation Two: 1 Cor 5:1-6:20

Complacency about Ingroup Incest and Directivesfor Deding withit.
A - 5:1-13, indance of pornga (deviant sexud behavior)
B - 6:2-13, lanvalits
A’ - 6:14-20, pornaa

A 5:1-13. A depson/sepmoather conjugd union (Lev 18:8; 20:11). Deut 22:21, 22, 24 and dsawhereimplies
degth by community stoning. HerePaul “hexes’ the party ingteed, “ hand over the guilty party to Satan (tester of
loydty).” Hewill eventudly besaved with therest of the Corinthians Meanwhile, Paul presentsapurity rule
kegp rigid boundaries, do not mix with thasewho commit pormeia

B 6:1-11 Theunrighteousareformer |gradite acquaintanceswise inthewaysof |gaditelaw. They rgected the
gospd of God whenit wasoffered to them. Paul Advises dick withingders

A’ 6:12-20 Resumption of reflection on porneia(seev. 13, 18). Bdieversare now onewith Chrig and should not
enter uch liasons

[11. Responsesto Corinthian Questions1 Cor 7:1-15:58
(71, 25,81, 121, 16.1; 16:12)

Part One 1 Cor 7:1-40 About MarriageNow

Two prindples timeisshart; remaininthe gatusin which God cdled you. Theinnovation thet Paul
preeched caused Someproblems.

7:1-6 Married Jesus-group members. Better trandation: “Itiswel for amarried couplenat to have children.”

7:7-8 Unmarried and widows Unmarried could mean bachdor or widower. Paul waslikely awidower. The
dausinwhich God cdlsapersonisagift, oremaninthegift.

7:9-11 Married group membersthinking of divorce. No divoree if sgparation oocurs, remariageisnot permitted
(Mark 10:2-9)

7:12-16 Group membearsmaried to an outdder.
7:17-24 Generd prindple day inthedateinwhich youwerecdled. Don't bother about mae genitd mutilation.
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Obey thecommandments. Samewith davedatus.

7:25-35 Arranging marriagesnow. Paul speeks as prophetic changeagent caled by God.  Timeisshort; don't
bother.

7:36-38 About Levirate mariages (Better trandation/interpretation):

If anyonethinksof being shamed about the matter of his“virgin,” in case she be doseto menopause, and it must
thus hgppen, let him do ashe desires; he doesnat Sn. Let them marry. But if heisfirmin hisheart, not
baing compdled, for he has power over what he desires, and he hasjudged thisin hisown heart to keep
his“virgin” hedoeswdl. Therefore he doeswel to marry hisown “virgin,” but the onenot marrying
doesbetter.

7:39-40 Widowsand marriage. Say inthegatein which you werecdled.

Part Two: 1 Cor 8:1-13: About Foodsand Dining

Medsaedwaysasodd act. Who egiswhat, with whom, when, where, how, and why. HerePaul
corrects Corinthians o that in their eting they would expressthe set of meaning proper to thosein Chrigt.

Itisnot about idals, but imegesather of godsor ancestors, and edling sarifices offered to them during
peiodicfunerary cderations Theseimegesarelike shedows dter egos (Peter’ sshedow hasheding power Adts
5:15). Thus theissueishow oneinterpretsimages and ther shedow power. Arethey effectiveor not? Depends
onone shdief. Many |gadite Jesus-group membersill retained abdief in other gods, as Philowho callsthe
Igadite God “the Supremefather of thegods’ (Spec. Laws 2, 165), acknowledging the exisence of ather daities
For Paul, lack of concernfor thewesk eradicated group integrity (“holiness”) thet wasto beitshdlmark. The
week ssaing atherseat these offerings might be tempted to resumether previous practices. To revivethe habits,
fedings and bangsof thewesk dishonarsthem aswdl asChrig.

Part Three 1 Cor 9:1-27: About JesusGroup Change Agentsand Thar Entitlements

Fallowing up on hisprevious adviceto the Srong to waive privileges, Paul not spdlsout how hewaved
hisprivilegesfor the sske of the Carinthian Jesus-group. Change agents commissioned by God areentitied to
udenance. However, Paul and Barnabas have waived ther entitlement so asnot to put an obtadeintheway of
fdlow group members Paul (v. 18) bdieveshewas*hired” by God. And he becomeslikeevery kind of Judeen

toganasmany aspossble Heisahomophilouschange agant.

Part Four: 1 Cor 10:1-11:1: About Showing Respect for Images
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Addressing fdlow Igadites (* our ancegtars’ v. 1), Paul recdlsthe Exodus story to sarvehis
theme—food and sarvice of imeges Paul didindtively identifiesthelife-sugtaining rock (fromwhich the
|gaditesgot weter) with Jesusthe Messah. The Golden Cdlf was an atempt to control God. 1t caused
Mosesto shater the commandments he recaived. Then hewent and got asscond set, and these—
according to Paul ~were not obliging on Jesus Group members, sncethrough Jesus, Israd’ swilderness
dnof atempting to control God wastaken away.

Paul gppliesthisto what Carinthiansare now experiencing. “Eat, drink and play” - play =
porngia Naticehow Paul switchesfrom Mosesto Chrigt: “Mudt not put Chrig tothetes” Paul’sJesus:
group membersare onthe verge of experiendng theend of ageswith the advent of JesusasMessahwith
power. Paul asauresthat teststhat God sendswill not exceed the God-given meansto withstand and pess
theted.

Paul urgesthemto resst the desirefor evil, sarvice of imeges proper (egting, drinking,
merrymeking), sexud promiscuity, putting Chrid’ sloydty to thetest, and congtant complaining about
wha God hasdecided and provided. “Jedousy” (v. 22) isthefeding aperson hastoward personsand
thingsexdudveto or st gpart to them. Only asronger person caninterfere, but no oneissronger than
God. Intheend, don't seek one' sown entitlements but seek to benefit the many o that the many canbe
svad.

Part Five 1 Cor 11:2-34: About Behavior at Jesus-Group Gatherings

Arethe Jesus-group getheringsdomegtic in nature? Or public? Jesus-groupsaefictive
domestic-kin, but evenif hdpinahousehold satting, their gatheringsare public. Benaviorswill different
accordingly.

1 Cor 11:2-16 Jesus-group gatheringsare not domestic gatherings. How should wives and husbends
behavea Jesus-group gatherings? Given Paul’ sindructions, such gatheringsarenot private but rather
publicin neture, and husbandsand wives mugt act accordingly. “Heed” isthefocusof honor: God, Jesus
Messiah, Husband. Inlgaditedrdes amdewho communicateswith God or imparts God smessege
must have his head uncovered to show respect for God (only later did it becomeacusomin Jewish
rdigion). Smilarly, inlgaditedrdesafemdewho communicateswith God or imparts God smessage
mugt have har braided to honor God. “Becausedf theangds’ refersto Gen 6:2, and unatached femdes

For Paul and hiscontemporaries theword “nature’ (v. 14) when gpplied to peoplerefarred to
wha wecdl “culture’ today. Inthelgaditetradition, culturd arangementsderived directly fromthe
God of Igad, theareator of dl “nature”  Madeswith long hair in Paul’ ssodety were mdetranssexuas
(s=Philo Spec Laws|11.7.37-42), ardethet in | sradlite pergpective degraded men. Women had long hair,
asacovaingforther heeds Thus wiveswereexpetted a Jesusgroup gatheringsto fallow the
customary behavior gopropriatein public gatherings
1Cor 11:17-34. Proper dining behavior & Jesus-Group getherings. Cliquesinthese gatheringsmeke
them anegative experience, becauseingtead of unity, they teke up adversarid postions Yetthisis
important in order to ascertain genuinemembears. TheLord's Supper isaprophetic symbadlic action, a
tredition Paul recaved. Astheinaugurating ancestor of dl who bdieveinwhat the God of Igrad didin
rasng him, Jesushimsdf meritsthe ancestor reverence previoudy proper to Isad’ sgreat ancetors
Abraham, Issec, and Jeoob. Inthisgathering they prodaim theSgnificance of the Lord’ sdesth: God
walved satisfaction dueto dishonor (“forgivenessof Sn”), giving God sspirit to thegroup, inaugurating
of anew covenant with God, and providing accessto the forthcoming theocracy .

Part Sx: 1 Cor 12:1-15:40: About Phenomenalnduced by the Spirit
A 12:1-31a- Spiritinduced phenomena
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B 12:31b-13:13 - core centrd vdue agape
A’ 14:1-40 - Spirit induced phenomenaa Jesus-group gatherings
12:1-31a. Spirit induced phenomena(A)

Theeaedtanae sate of consdousnessexpariencesof the Sairit of God. Beforejoining the
Jesus-group, |raditesdid partakein other gatheringsthat experienced spiritinduced ASCs Thequestion
IS whichqirit? V.4, theissueisnot “gifts’ but rather “favor.” God sfavor isChrig himsdf, anditis
Jesus-group members eechwith hisor her one charismag, who together are Chrig insodiety. The
chaismaaareto support and upbild the Jesus-group. People must be of sarvice or act on behdf of
ancther. They arerecaived in dternate Sates of constiousnessexperiences. Chrigt presant islikeabody
condging of many membersand redized in the socid body of Jesus-group members: The Spirit
conditutesthebody. Inthisassambly, thereisagructurewhichisnot fixed, but flexible, and members
ought to endeavor to teke on servicesthat Paul ligsasgreder.

12:31b-13:13 TheCentral Vaueof Agape(Group Allegiance). (B)

Thisinsat disuptsthe discusson of charismatato be continued in 14:1. If Aggpedoesnot
charatterizethe exerdse of Sairit-induced phenomena, then such phenomenaare df littleuseto the
individua Jesus-group member. Of course, they may be of great useto athers The beautiful poemhes
threeparts

1-3: aprogressive comparison of charismataand aggpe

4-7: adeription of aggpe

8:13: asiesof antithesesunderlining the excdlence and Saying power of aggpe.

14:1-40 M oreabout Spirit-Induced Phenomena (A’)

Paul and his Carinthian Jesus-group members believe that when people gpesk in tongues, they
utter alanguage that could be undergood if someonewho gookethat language was present (xenoglosSa).
Modern linguigts say that goeeking in tongues doesnot conformto anatural language Speskingin
tonguesisnat language but communication... between the Haly Spirit and the Speeker, and betweenthe
Speeker and the congregetion.

Paul urgesgriving for prophecy whichisdirected to others, serving to upbuild, encourage, and
consolemembersof the Jesus-group gathering. Vv. 18-19 Paul obsarvestha hetoo hasthe dtered date of
constiousness experiences of gpesking intongues but he seesmorevauein afew communicablewords
thenin pegkingintongues Vv. 20-25. If unbdiever Igaditeswandered in and the group were Spesking
intongues, they would think the group med. But if they were prophesying, theintruderswould betouched,
fdl down, and reverencethe God of Isadl quiating Zech 8:23. Vv 33b-36 aean insart that disuptsthe
discussonof ACs

Part Seven: 1 Cor 15:1-58: A Reminder about Paul’ sGospd and theResurrection of the Dead

Thissection dedswith the greatest phenomenon effected by the Sairit of God: theraisng of the
dead. Paul’ sgospd waseither ranvented or refracted (changed) in Corinth. According to Paul, those
who beieveinwhat the God of Isradl did in the desth and resurrection of Jesuswill likewiseberaised by
the God of Israd. The Corinthian Jesus-group membersreinvented or modified the sgnificance of this
forthcoming event and thusdeparted from Paul’ smessage
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Paul arguesthat God hasin fact raised Jesusfrom the deed; therearewitnesses (1-11). Second,
he destribeshow some Carinthian Jesus-group members have reinvented or modified this prodametion
(12-19). Third he unpackstheimplications of thisprodametion filling in whet the Corinthians have ether
not known or overlooked (20-28). After anagdeabout “if thedead arenat raised...” (29-34), Paul
condudeswith adescription of how the dead areto beraised (35-39).

1Cor 15:1-11. Theword “raised” (passivevoice, 18x, God of Igad) dsoimpliesatrandormetionin
one sway of baing human, aqudlitative changein one shumanity.

12-19. Corinthian Reinvention - no deed areraised, hencenat even Jesuss If <o, then preechersare
shaming God by being fasewitnesses Without God sraisng Jesus, faithin Chrigt isfutile, salvationfrom
God swrathisachimera, and thasewho havediedin Chrigt are Smply deed. Thismeritspity rather then
admiration.

20-28. What Paul’ sProdameation Implied. Asdesth camethrough thefirg earthling, so resurrection
comesthrough Chrigt, endbling dl who bedong to Chrigt to beraised eventudly a hiscoming. At theend,
theocraic rulewill begiven over by Chrig to God the Patron. All hodtile coamic forces—induding degth
-will bedestroyed.

29-34 Why the dead mugt beraisad. - If they arenat raised, * beptiam for the dead” issensdess And why
would change agentsbather at dl? Paul condudesby warning againgt deception and shaming the
Corinthianswho doubted hisgospd.

35-58 How arethe dead raised? After conddering the dars, Paul contrasts Adam asliving soul (enimate
life) with thelast Adam aslife-giving soirit (spiritud lifeforoe). Theforthcoming lsradlitetheocracy,
something imperishable, be ongsto thosewho aretransformed, not to ordinary humenbeings Thusdl
will betrandformed. Paul condudeswith an exhortation to congtancy and gregter excdlence snceasthey
know, inthe Lord they do nat labor for nathing.

Part Eight: 1 Cor 16:1-4: QuegionsConcerningthe Temple Tax

The collection wasto hdp thasewho hed no land (priestsand Levites, and the poor who lost
land). Paul agread with the Jarusdem pillars (Gal 2:10) that Jesus-group membersliving in non-lgradlite
territory should pay thelgradlitetithe for the poor, collected in thethird and Sixth year of aseven yeer cyde,
spedificdly therr poor fellow Jesus-group membersin Jerusdlem.

IV.1Cor 16:5-24: L etter Closing: Travd Plans Salutationsand Blessngs

Paul will spend thewinter (rainy seeson), no doulot to dedl with diagnoging their problems, and
hdping them trandaetheir intent to action. Asthisletter hasindicated, he hasto continueworking &
gahilizing their ways of dedling with theinnovation he communicated and preventing discontinuance
Timothy iskey to theinformation exchange, o thesefew lines(w. 8-9) areasort of letter of
recommendetion for him.

If Apallosisunwilling tovisit Corinth, it would ssem hedid nat initiate the dique named after
him. Paul hopes he does go to datilizethar commitment to the gospd of God and prevent
discontinuance

Someof the people mentioned have cometo vidt Paul in Ephesus, from where hewritesthis

|letter. Noticedso the gregtingsfrom othersto Corinthindicating the sodd attachment of Jesus-group
membars Thosein Corinthinturn learn of thediffuson of their group membears. Paul condudeswitha
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aurse, presumably foradng unattached person to leave the Jesus group, and addsablessing afirming al the
good thingsthe Corinthianshave experienced from God, and an afirmation that Paul remainsattached to
themall.

Reources

Keth, Chris “InMy Own Hand’: Grapho-Literacy and the Apostie Paul,” Biblica 89 (2008) 39-58.
http:/Awww.bswv.org/1=71891& a=CommO3pdf.html.

Mdina, Bruce J. and John J. Filch. Sodd Sdence Commentary onthePaulineLetters Minnegpalis,
MN: Fortress, 2006. Pp. 57-132.
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4.17:.00-18:30: Paul’'sL etter totheHdlenidic-l s adite Jesusgroup in Rome Explaining his
Gogpd toa Group who only heard of him through the Gossp Network.

Dr. John J. Alch, Rome, April, 2009

ROMANS
|.Rom 1:1-7 - L etter opening (Super scription)

[1.Rom 1.8-10- L eiter Thanksgiving (indebtedness)
(A)111.Rom 1:11-17 Introduction and Travd Plans
(B).1V Rom 1:18-32" They” and the Ten Commandments
©. V.Rom 2:1-16 Y ou Judeansand Judging Hdlenids
(D) VI.Rom 2:17-3: 20 g aditeswhorg ected thegogpd of God.
(E) VII.Rom 3:21-8:39 ThePresnt time Now.

A.We(Indudve | and You) and Recondliation 5:1-6:10.

B.You
Romans6:11-7:25.

A’ We(Indusve | and You) and the Spirit: 8:1-39.
(D) VII1.Rom 9:1-11:36 Recaldtrant Iad.
(C)IX.Rom 12:1-13:14 You (pl.): JeusGroup Vaues
(B’) X.Rom 14:1-15:13 The (theWeak) and the Torah Commandments
(A’) XI. Rom 15:15-32 Condugon and Travd Plans
XI1.Rom 15:33 L etter Ending

X111 Rom 16:1-27: Appendix: L eter of Recommendation for Phoebeand Doxology
Introduction

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON ST PAUL



26

Paul didn't found any Jesusgroup in Rome. Other Jesus-group change agentsdid. Written from
Corinth about 56-58, thislaysout Paul’ stravd plansfor Spain. Sections 1-V1 took to aperiod from pest
topresent. Section V1 isabout the present. Sections VIH1-X1 ded with forthcoming based on present. He
ssforth hisgogpd anditsimplicationslest Romen Jesus-group membersbdieve any other viewsthey
might have heard about Paul.

|.Rom 1:1-7 - L etter opening (Super scription)

Sender, addressees and greeting. Paul, “dave’ (controlled by Messiah Jesus), and gpodle
(=change agent) cdled by the God of |sradl (=changeagency). Hymninwv. 3-4tdl who Jesusis of
|gaditeorigin, Son of God by hisbeing raised by God of Igad from thedead. Resurrection=aPeargan
ideaadopted in Y enud after 537 BC. (Pharisees=Fars = Perdan). Sedduceetraditiondigsnever Ieft the
land and did not share Parsan bdiefs

For Paul it isdways God who cdlsto Jesus-group membership, God isfounder of Jesus-group
gatherings (caled “ churches’).

All God shdoved in Rome: Iraditesand nonHisradlites, each with two subsats thosewho
acogpted God' sraising of Jesus and thasewho acoepted it. Non Igaditeswerethefew who joined the
Jesusgroup, and the vagt mgority who stood in contragt with I sradites

[1.Rom 1:8-10- L etter Thanksgiving (indebtedness)

Acknowledgment of God' spast and presant favor (grace) with hopefor more, epedidly the
fath (loydty, trust) of Roman bdieves Hopesto ssethemat lag.

(A)111.Rom 1:11-17 Introduction and Travd Plans

(The corresponding dement inthechiaamisA’ - Rom 15:15-32). Paul isatotd outdder tothis
group. Hedid not lay thefoundation, had no say in how they organized, nor who might bdlong tothe
group. But “in Chrigt,” he presumesto beaningder and request ingroup asssance. Greeks=avilized
(cultured, gpoke Greek) and Barbarians = undvilized (kept their own culturd customsand languege).
Wise=how to succeed inlife; foolish =lose sodid Satusand don't care about Success

Sdvation = rescue from athrestening Stuetion, the effects of God swrath directed a thosewho
shamehim. 1t comesto thosewho havefathin God shaving raised Jesus from the deed, both to
undvilized |gadites (Judeans) and to dvilized I gadites (Greeks).

God srighteousnessis God' s acogptance, firg of Jesuswhom heraised from the deed, then of
thasewho havefaithinthe God of Israd who raisad Jesus

(B).1V Rom 1:18-32"“ They” and the Ten Commandments

(The corresponding dement inthe chisamisRom 14:1-15:13). Thissactionisconcerned with
Romen norH gradlites and the Ten Commandmentswhich werepoken by God diretly. All the
population of theworld was cgpable of hearing them. God ison theverge of demondirating hiswrath
againg “ungodlinessand wickedness” whichisgiving precedenceto other godsand meking imeges of
them (firg two commeandments of the Decdogue). Theatitudeunderlyingidolatry isthebdief thet a
hurman can control God. Vey shameful and dishonaring.

“Unnaturd” isbest viewed asculturdly unacceptable. Artemidorous (Oneirocritica1.78) says
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any human sexud pogtion gpart from thefrontd (whichisthe only one“taught them by neture’) is
unnaturd. VVv. 28-32 areancther presentation of the Commandmentsin disguise

© V.Rom 2:1-16You Judeansand Judging Hdlenigs

(Thepardld tothismember of thechiaamisRom 12:1-13:14). From*“they” Paul tumstoa
generic“you” angular. Thepardld passage suggestsitisone or another Roman Jesus-group member.
The problem seemsto bethat Some I sradites behave no differently then non-lsradlites. God givesthem
timeto repent before unleashing wrath (compare 2 Macc 6:12-17). God will punishdl peoplefor their
evil adtions Being adescendant of Abraham or aJesus-group member will not obviate divinejudgment.

(D) VI.Rom217-3: 20| aditeswhorgected thegospd of God.

(Thepardld to thismember of the chizamisRom 9:1-11:36). Igadites whoboad intheLaw
but bresk it dishonor God (2:17-24). Judeans consder non-lgaditesasblind, in darkness fodlish, etc.
Perhapsthey think the same of Hdlenidic Jesus-group members Thequatefrom Isa52:5 (LXX) implies
thet itisthe behavior of Igradlitesliving among non | adlites causesthe later to dishonor the God of Isradl.
Itispredsdy these I gradites|iving among the nonHl sradliteswho have been Paul’ starget audience for the
innovation.

Circumdgon (165 BC) wasjug anick, not completeremovd of theforeskin (2:25-29). Thet
medeit essy to“unda” it tofit into Hellenitic soaety. Firg in 150 AD did the Pharissesrequireremovd
of theforeskin. It wasquitelikely limited to Pharisaic drdesin Judea Whoisatrue® Judeen?” One
marked on the heart, inwardly, who obeys God' sdirectives (Rom2:15 and Paul’ sdluson to Jer 31:33-
arcumcised heart).

Advantagesof Judaiam (3:1-20): theLaw. “Judice’ meansproper interpersond reations
“Unjugt deeds’ areingppropriate, unacoeptable, deserving rgection rather than gpprobetion. Somein
Romemight have said of Paul thet heteaches* do evil sothet good may come” Thesedanderersareduly
condemned. “Under the power of Sn” means membersof aculture of willingnessto dishonor or shame
God, to takeon God' shonor. Paul then " stringspearls’ to make hispoint, thet the Law of Moses
triggered avarenessamong | gradites of the culture of willingnessto dishonor and shame God.

(E) VII.Rom 3:21-8:39 The Presant time Now.

Asthechiaamindicates thissectionisthecenter of Romans It containsthe sum and subgtance
of Paul’ sgospd of God that undergirdsal of hisauthenticletters.: Thissectionitsf formsanA - B- A’
chiaam:

A. About us(reconaliaion now avaladleto Paul and Jesus-group members 5:1-6:11)

B. About you (new condition of Roman Jesus-group membears 6:11-7:25)

A’. About us(lifewith the Spirit avallableto us, 8:1-39).

Here righteousness recavesgreat emphads(Rom 1:17). Inlgraditetradition, righteousnessisa
privileged identity deriving from divine acogptance dueto Igrad’ sahility to act gppropriatdy toward God
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and toward other humans. This righteousness means acceptance by God. Paul saysthisnever camefrom
obsaving the Law of Moses but rather from divine acoeptance of personswho bdieved in God' sativity
onther behdf. Thefirg such wasthe non-lgradite, Abraham, and dl subssquent Isradliteswho bdieved
asAbrahamdd. Givenwhat God didin Jesus, Isaditeswho bdievein God sadtivity inthisevent are
acoepted by God onthebagsof their faith in God, just like Abraham.

I ntroduction tothenew revdation. 3:21-30

Sncedl bdievers —Judean |gaditesand Gresk | adlites— have previoudy shamed or
dishonored God, now through their faithin God' sraising Jesusthey are acoepted by God with hisfavor
thet restoresther datusbefore God (redemption). Thistakesplacein Chrigt Jesus

Proof of thenew righteousness Abraham. 3:31-4:25

Law (Torah) isafluid conogpt: whole OT, the saction cdlled Law and Prophets (from Gento 2
Kings), Law of Mases Ten Commandments Al writtenlaw. Pharissesadded unwrittenlaw,
interpretationsof writtenlaw. “Worksof Lav” = behaviors prestribed by theLaw of Moses. Story of
Abrahamisin“theLaw and the Prophets” Point: divine acogptanceisnot dueto what Isradlitesdo, but
duetowhat God does, and to people sfath inwhat God does. Abraham became acogptable before he
wasdrcumdsad, hence can beancestor of dl whether crcumdsed or not.

A.We(Indusve | and You) and Recondliation 5:1-6:10

Wearerecondled with God 5:1-11. Becausewe are gpproved by God, we have peacewith God through
Jesus(wv. 1+ 11). Reoollecting the digress causad by acogpting Paul’ sgospd (3-5) srengthensthe group
and loydty. Thanksto the degth of Jesus, God recondiled usto himsdif.

Why and how of Recondliationwith God 5:12-21. Asdesth camethrough onehuman’sact, o
lifecomesthrough God sfavor (w. 12 +21). Sn, deeth, grace, life are personified here What Adamand
Jesushavein commonisthet they werefirg in along lineof descendants. The consequencesof Adam's
disobediencewasthat dl except Noah and hisfamily died, and only onewastaken up to God (Enoch).
The consaquences of Jesus dead arethat many who bdievein God srasing Jesusfromthe dead are
bendfidaries

Recondliation meansnew living 6:1-10. Here Paul contragtsthe then and thenow, the pegt and
the presant. Wedied to sn through baptiam, asymbalic ritud marking achange of datus agaus
trandormationritud. Thisnew cultureis“anew lifein Chrigt.”

B. You Romans6:11-7:25
Theveay canter of thisletter runsfrom 6:11 to 7:25, and isaddressad to you (plurd): Roman
Jesus-group membas.

Fread fromsnand davesto God 6:11-23. Savery wasasubsat of kinship (domegtic daves)
and palitics (Templedaves ec). Savesexid for thesodd utility of theendaving agent. If erdavedtosn?
Thendegthistheoutcome! If you are endaved to righteousness, divine gpproval and acogptance, then
work to plesse God.

Three Exanples of Fresdomfrom Legally Contralling Authorities 7: 1-25. Paul continueshis
exploration of beforeand after: before Jesus' desth and resurrection, and efter their faithin God who
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raised Jesusfrom the deed. Previoudy, Paul gpoke of Sn-degthlife; endavement to Sendavement to
God. Now Paul talks about being under the contral of otherswho losethat contral by dying.

BExample 1: Dead hushand and hiswidow 7:1-4. Judt asawifeisfreeonceher husiend dies 0
Jesus-group membersare deed to the Law, freed fromitslegd entitlementsover them through their being
inthebody of Chrigt. They bdong to anather, the oneraisad from the deed by the God of |sradl. Jesus
group membersshould beer fruit for God, asthe freed wife bearsfruit for her new husband.

BExample2: TheFread Save 7:5-14. Tobe“intheflesh” meanstobein Isad, whileto be“in
the Spirit” meansto bein Chrid. Lifein Isad under the Law waslikelifeunder adavemeder, a
condition entailing loss of life, the sodd deeth thet davery wasandis. WhiletheLaw comesfromGod's
soirit, the lgaditeswho recaved it were of theflesh, thet is endaved in aculture of willingnessto
dishonor God.

Bxample 3: The Successfully Exordzed 7:15-25. Sn personified isthe possessing sairit who
controlsthe person, evenif they want todo good. Jesus-group membersrecallected this \Who will
exoraze? Sucoessul exoradsm occurs“through Jesus Chrig our Lord” thanksto the God of 1gradl.

A’ We(Indusve | and You) and the Spirit: 8:1-39

Paul now indudeshimsdf ashe compares* us’ with “them.” Wearein the Spirit, they areinthe
flesh,

Livinginthe Soirit 8:1-15. Peopleliving in thetreditiond 1gadlite way cannot pleasethe God of
|gad. Thoseinthe spirit, in Jesus groups, have God spirit dwaling “inyou [plurd]” They bdongto
Chrig because of thisspirit. And through thissdf same Spirit, God will raise Jesus-group membersfrom
thedead aswdl. Theandogy of adoption (W. 12-15) isHdlenidic. Traditiond |srad (and contemporary
Idam) do not havethe practice of adoption.

Children of God 8:16-18. God acting among human baingswas consdered likethewind
(hence Spirit). Holy Spirit or God' s Spirit dwaysrefersto God sadtivity. Theseversesdestribean ASC
experience, asgroup membersay out “Abbd’ (Oh Father!). If wesuffer with him, weshdl beraissd
withhim

Children of God: Cregtion awaitsand weawait 8:19-30. The soonto bereveded glarification
of Jesus-group memberswill indudedl of God' scredtion, cdedtid aswedl astaredrid entities All
cregureswere aregted for the fresdom of theglory of the children of God,” thusdl creation will sharein
omeway inthet faith that humanshavein God with itsfavorable conssquences. Igad hesan diter-the-
fact predegtination perspective. If one got married, one can be surethat God wanted oneto be married. Etc.
If aperson was a Jesus-group member, one can be surethat God called thet person to becomeamember.
Hrd-born opensthewomb and letsthe othersout. Becausethey actudly bdievein God shaving rased
Jesus, Jesus-group members have been foreknown by God and predestined to be cdlled. With their call
they have been goproved and found acceptable by God (theat is judtified), worthy of being honored with
ther own resurrection from the deed.

Condusion: God srole8:31-39. Theseversescondudethelarge centrd section of Paul’ sletter
(3:21-8:30). Asthecondusionindicates, Paul and other early Jesus-group thinkersascribed the origin of
the Jesus movement and the Jesus groupsthat espousad it to the God of Isradl. It wias God and not Jesus,
Paul, or anyonedsewho “founded Chrigtianity.” No cogmic entities can kegp usaway from God aswe
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make our way through thecosmos

(D) VII.Rom 9:1-11:36 Recaldtrant Israd.

Paul returnsto thetopic previoudy dedlt within (D) Romans 2-3, thepardld member inthis
chiaam. TherePaul gpokeof the Law of Moses, Ten Commandments, drcumasion, and advantages of
Judaism. Now hetakesadifferent pergpective Heaskstwo quesions Why haven't dl Isadlitesbdieved
intheir God raising Jesusfromthedeed? Andinview of thisrefusd to believe hes God rgected the
previoudy chosen people? Inthe process, Paul expresses hisdtitudestoward fdlow Israditesand toward
non-lgraditeswho havejoined the Jesus-group. Thefact thet he deds separatdy with thenon-l sradlites
uggeststhar presenceisexceptiond and anomaous o far as Paul isconcerned.

Quegtion 1: Why haven't all Isradlitesbdieved intheir God sraigng Jesusfromthe dead? 9:1—
10:4 (Rom 9:1-5 and 10:1-4 form anindugo marking off thisfirs section.

Paul’ sassessment of hisfdlow Igradlites. 9:1-5. That dl Isaditesdid not bdievethat the God of
|gad raised Jesusfrom the dead provoked adesp, ingroup problem for Paul aswel asather New
Tegament authors (Callectividic persondlities). Peopleasagroup in antiquity set themsdves off from
others Paul ligsthe characterigtics of | gradlite collectiveidentity, “ethnidity” (w. 4-5). Interesting Paul
meakes no mention of common language, drcumadsion, or homdand, but focusesrather on ancestrism.
Thereason for thisisthet he dedswith Hdllenist Isradlites undrcumdsed with no desiretolivein
Pdedine Suchwasthe Roman Jesus-group towhich Paul writes

Truelgad. 9:6-13. Paul’ ssodd identity wasin thehouseof I1sad (Phil 35). AcceptingGod's
innovation caused him severe cognitive dissonance. Why didn't fellow | sradlites acogpt theinnovation?
Hisanswer: “For not dl Igadlitestruly bdong to Israd, and not dl of Abrahan' schildren arehistrue
desoendants’ w. 6-7, (Smilar view inthe Synoptics John, and Revdaion). Theopposteistrue those
who acoepted theinnovation aretruelsrad. Thesearethe children of promise

God dectstruelgrad done 9:14-19. God mekesthe choice, and the objectsof hischoiceor
reection have nothing to say about it. Again, Paul strings passagestogether herefrom Exod 33:19 (v. 15),
BExod 9:16 (v. 17), Hosea(1:10, 223- inv. 25), Isaah 10:22-23 (v. 27), and Isaiah 1:9 (v. 29). Only
Hdlenig |gadites could gpprediae such artidry.

But lgad isrootedinfaith. 9:30-10:4. While observant Igaditesare zedousfor thethings of
God, they areignorant of thefact that God' sgpprova and acogptance cannat be acquired by tharr efforts,
but only ascribed by God to thasewho submit to God' srighteousness, through faithin God srevdationin
Jesus desth and resurrection. Thisishow the unobsarvant | gadlites the Helenigts havegained God's
goprovd.

A Desription of Law-Obsarvant Isad’ sUnbdief 10.5-21.

Agan Paul gringstogether soriptureto demondrateto | saditesthat | sradite unbdief and
reection of theinnovation of the gospd of the God of |grad isthefault of thoselsradlites, zed ousthough
they may be, who drivefor divine goprovad and acoeptance onthebagsof Law. Thisisthar fault, not
God' s Thedtationsindude Deut 30:12-14 (go up, descend - referenceto Law, but Paul gppliesto
Messah), Isaiah 28:16 (no oneput to shame), 1Isa52:7 (fest).
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Lawv Obsarvant |grad’ s Disobedience. 10:16-21. In Paul’ shigh context argument, it was of
Torah-obsavant Isad thet God sad: “All day long | havehdd out my handsto adisobedient and
contrary people’ (1Isa65:1).

Quedtion 2: Had God Regjected Law-Observant Israd ? 11:1-36. “Don'tbedlly!” For thethird
time, Paul setsforth credentidsfor hiscollectivigic group identity (9:1-5; 10:1-2). “Doyou nat know?”
introduding anather gtring of pearlsisachdlengeto the honor of Torah experts He comparesobjection to
himsdf with objection to Hlijah. “Jedlous’ means*to provoke apassionate concarn for what isrightfully
onesown.” Nonlgaditesinthe Jesusgroup servethispurpose. They actudly havenoright toit, but
God heslet it hagppen “to mekelgad jedous”

Non-lgradite Jesus-Group membarsinRome. 11:13-24. Thisisthefir g timeinthisletter thet
Paul teke expliat natice of nonH sradite Jesus-group membersin the Roman community. Thedough of
thelgadites(Num 14:12) will mekethewhole Roman Jesusgroup haly. Thegraftingimageisaninault.
Non lgadites (awild shoat) grafted to Igradlitesin Chrigt (the cultivated root) will produceinediblefruit.
Likeother New Tesament writers, Paul, too, isethnocentric. He haslittle good to say about the presence
of non-lgaditesin Jesusgroups

Conduson 11:25-36. Paul condudesthat amygery/sscret isafoot. God has hardened some
|gadite hearts*until thefull number of nonHliradites’ acoept theinnovation. Then“dl 1grad” will be
saved (1s259:20-21; 27:29). Snce Jesusisreturning soon, the number of nonHisradlites cannat bevery
large Inthelgaditeview, non-lgaditesared| and dwayssnnas, “Gentilesnnes” In Paul’ sview, the
gogpd of Godissoldy for Igadites. He condudeswith another tissue of textsto formahymn.

(C) IX.Rom121-13:14You (pl.): JesusGroup Vaues

Theliterary form of thisunit isidentified asa catechess” thet is agtatement of theatitudes
characteridtic of thenew way of Jesus-group living, adescription of varioussodid respongibilities anda
conduding reminder of the ariticd nature of thetimes with emphagson Jesus-group respongihility. The
themesae

- Jessus-group worship behaviors (12:1-8)

- Exhortationsderived from lgrad’ ssoripture (12.9-21)

- Subordination to authority (13:1-6)

- Exhortation basad on haliness of God (13:7-10)

- Ddiberate disentanglement of Jesus-group membersfromvauesand lifesyleof sodety a
large (13:12-14).

Saoificeand OneBody 12:1-8. Sarrifice hasthree parts mekefood or drink unfit for humen
use thisisthen directed to adaity; the purposeisto have alife-effect. The Roman Jesus-groupisto be
trandformed to be pleesing to God. Thus, forego competing for honor over fdlows, but to think withinthe
boundariesof their pogtive shameand live according to the group task ascribed to them by God. Thisis
cdled“charism,” (see 1 Cor 12) which dwaysworks (or should work) for thewel-being of thewhdle
group. “Onebody in Chrig, and individudly weare membersoneof anather.”

Generic Admonitions 12:9-21 In-group mutud behavior. Ingenerd, if oneimaginesdl these

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON ST PAUL



32

atitudes aspresent inasingle person, onewill envisonatypica character portrait, aJesus-group character
formed after thevaues Paul setsforth. Thisisthetypeof character aJJesus-group member should beand
expect to seein other membears

Civil authorities 13:1-6. Besubordinateto * higher ranking, or superior” persons Nothingto do
with government. Those who have such authority exerdseit from God, andinthiscase, the God of Igrad.
“Consdience’ = gpinion of fellow Jesus-group member, bdievers

Condusion: Find Admonition and Mativation 13:7-14 Befree of interpersond indebtedness,
except of courseto God.

(B') X.Rom 14:1-15:13 The (the Weak) and the Torah Commandments

Thechiagicpardld (1:18-32) tredts“them,” that isnorH sraditesand the Ten Commandments
“Wek” refersto persons uneducated in the cusoms and amenities of the cultivated Srataof society. The
“wesk” aredriven by their dreadsrather then by rationd knowledge. Heretheweek arelsraditeshddin
thegrip of taboo fearsof dleged non-lgadite datiesand dleged obligatory natureof Masac Torah
reguirements. They can't undersand thet thesewere abrogated by Jesus desth and resurrection. Those
who can arethedrong. Thus theweek are Judeans and Judean hopefuls (“wannabes’), the srong are
Hdlenigts, willing to await God sinauguration of theocracy in Jerusalem. Theword “Wecome’ binds
theunit (14:1; 15.7).

A. TheWesk and Their Observances 14:1-6

B. Exhortation tothe Strong 14:7-13

A’ Aganthe Wegk and Their Observances 14:14-23
B’ The Strong and their Attitudes 15:1-7

C. Conduding Admonition 15:8-14

TheWesk and Thair Obsarvances 14:1-6. Paul tdlsthesronginfaith (theHdlenig | gadlites) to
show hospitality to thewesk (Judean | gadlites) who olbsarvefood rules, calendric taboos, andingg on
drcumcson (15:8). Paul’sdinching argument isthet if they arein the Jesusgroup, “ God hasrecaved
then” (v. 3), that is, shown them hogpitdlity as Patron.

Exhortation to the Strong 14:7-13. Paul remindshisfdlow Jesus-group membersof the
collectiveand commund nature of their fictive kinship group. So gop blocking themoraly maotivated
behavior of thewesk. Let them donein wha they aredoing.

Week and thair Obsarvances 14:14-23. Strong should not vex thewegk by their benavior. The
forthcoming theocracy isabout God sgpprova and the presence of God' s Spirit providing peeceand joy,
not about food and drink. Thegtrong are strong because they areflexible, accommodeating, cgpable of
givinginto athers compromising, and conaliatory. Thewesk havenoneof thesequdities soyiddtothe
wesk. Thewesk dill havefathintheMosac Law, oif they wereto deviateand act likethe srong, they
would beoffending God inther view. Support them evenin thar weskness for they are Jesus-group
members too.

The Strong and their Attitudes 15:1-7.The strong should be motivated by Jesus passon

—nat asin the Synopticsor John—but itsmeaning in Ps69:9“ Theinaults of thasewho insuit you have
fdlenonme” Soiptureisfor our ingruction with aview to endurance and encouragement to maintain
hope. The sourcefor thisendurance and encouragement isGod (nat the sriptures).
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Conduding Admonition 15:8-14. Jesuscamein sarviceto the drcumdised for two reesons fird,
to support thetruthfulness of God, snce Jesus comingto lgad redizes God spromisestolgad’s
ancegtors, and sscond, to fulfill God' scovenant debit to |adl, Ince nonHl sradliteswho seewha God hes
donefor Igad will givehonor to God. Through the covenantswith Israel God contractsinterpersond
obligation with her. NorH sradlites gpplaud what the God of 15ad has donefor hispeople—not for them,
thenorH sradlites. Paul condudesthat heis confident in the goodness, knowledge, and ahilitiesof the
Romean Jesus-group members

(A’) X1. Rom 15:15-32 Condugon and Travd Plans

Thechiagic pardld isRom 1:11-17 which poke of travd plans Paul offersthreeexplanations
totheletter recpients (1) An explanation of why hewratetheway hedid, wha heinduded and exd uded
(W. 15-22). (2) Anexplangtionfor why hedid not vist Jesus-groupsin Romeyet, giventhet heisGod's
gpodieto Igraditesliving anong norH sradites (w. 23-29). (3) An explandtion for why he cannot
proceed directly to Rome but must firgt go to Jerusdlem (w. 30-32).

Rom 15:15-22. Hewroteby “way of reminder” of thingsthey dready know. Heusestheimage
of aTemple priet offering to God those | sraditeswho acogpted hisinnovation. Thiswould mekethem
exdudveto God by God sspirit. Moreover, hefedshistask isfinished. He haspreeched to |gradlites
resdent among non-lgadites“from Jarusdem and asfar around aslllyricum.” Obvioudy, hedid not
reechdl non-lgadites And hewould nat “ build on someone dsg sfoundation (preeching)”, hencehe
did not cometo Jesus-groupsin Romeealier.

Rom 15:23-29. “Span” marksthissaction (wv. 24, 28). Therewould be preciousfew | sadites
therea thistime, but they must heer the gospd preparation for theforthcoming theocracy. FHirgt, hemust
ddiver the callection to Jerusdem (generdlized reciproaity).

Rom 15:30-32. He asksfor prayer because he expects conflict with Judeansin Jarusalem
(becauseof hisinnovation). Hedso does't know whether they will acoept the contributions:

XI1.Rom 15:33 L etter Ending

X111 Rom 16:1-27: Appendix: Letter of Recommendation for Phogbeand Daxology

Thischgpter condgsof aletter of recommendation (w. 1-2), asgriesof gredingsto some 26
persons(w. 3-15), an exhortation (w. 17-21), aformd letter dogng (v. 20b), and asriesof gregtings
from personswho werewith Paul (w. 21-24). Find doxology (w. 25-27).

Theleter waslikdy gopended to Romans. It was written to Ephesusrecommending Phoebeto
the Ephesansassheisabout to undertakeatrip to thet aty. Thepeoplein w. 3-25would beresdentsof
Ephesus known to Paul from hislengthy gay there (1 Cor 15:32; 1 Cor 16:8). For Paul todirecta
recommendation for another to agroup of personshedid not know would be shameful and socidly
irresponsble

Aninformd |etter of recommendation hasthis pattern: an opening congding of arequest verb
plusthe name of the person commended; the credentid s of the one recommended; and agatement of the
desired action (for Paul’ sletterssees 1 Thess5:12-135; 1 Cor 16:15-16, 17-18; Phil 2:29-30; 4:2-3; Pim
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16:1-2. Phoebewas adeacon, thet is, an agent of ahigher-ranking person, gther asanintermediary in
commerdd transactionsor asamessenger or diplomat. A deacon served asuparvisng manager. Thus
Phoebe could be aperson sarving the supervisor of the Jesus-group in Cenchrrae (port of Corinth), or of
the Jesusgroup in generd . Shewasdso apetron (ot benefactor). Phoebe bestowed her patronageon
Paul, so heowed her adeht of gratitude, which he digpenseshere, aswdl asagrant of honor.

16:3-15. The patternisaverb of gregting, the name of the gregted person(s), and the credentias
of the person(s) greging. They arecommended for tharr work on behdf of other Jesus-group members
Savesdften joined with thar meders. Thesemay have been “innovatorsand first adopters”

16:16 Ore kissssintimate group membersasagreeting, egpedidly thasewith whom onewould
ed.

16:17-20 These verses make no sense addressad to Roman Jesus-group memberswhom Paul
did nat know. Some it seams, wereargumentative and chdlenged others on thebed s of someteaching.
They were“Sdan”, that i testing loyalty to God. Wha mativatesther behavior isthat they “ servether
bdly.” Kailia bely isthe concretelabd for theentirebody cavity fromthroet to anus, symbaling the
hidden, innermost recesses of the human person, or what we cdl the heart. Thismeansthey sarvethar
sf-interest or sdf-centered ambition, which disurbsthe peace of the Jesus-group.

16:21-23. Anather lig of names Tertiuswrotethis|eter, and may wel have been respongblefor
itschiagic arangement. (V. 24isnat inthe best manuscripts).

16:25-27. Doxology. Thisisnot Paul’ scustomary way of ending aletter. Perhgpsthissgnds
useinworship. Heasksthe God of 1srad, the only wise God, to srengthen theredipients of theletter
(whichone?) inteemsof hisprodamation of thegospd of God' sraisng Jesusfrom the deed, herecdled
therevdaion of amygtery hddin slencefor long ages
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Tueday, April 21:

5.9:00-10:00: Paul’sL etter tothe Galatians (I aditeaccultur ated minoritiesvictimized by
Judaizers)

Dr. John J. Alch, March, 2009

Murphy-O’ Connor: Galaians, probably Pessinus(modern Bdahissar, Turkey) , whichwasthe
cgoital of Tolistobogii, westernmost of three Cdltic tribesthat mede up ethnic Gadia (Migrated fromthe
Pyrenees 3cent BC.) Common view: Gadianswerelarge, unpredictable smpletons indinctively
generous ferodousand highly dangerouswhen angry, but without Saminaand essy totrick. Never
Hellenized, and Romansjust imposed their sysem on tribl structures. Spoke Celtic, Greek would be 2™

languegein dties

Malinaand Pilch: Paul writesto Gresk (“dvilized”) Igaditesliving inthisregion. They
accepted Paul’ sgogpd of God, but were then attacked by “ dudaizers’ who bdieved |sradlitesshould
obsvelgadite cusoms as practiced in Judeawhere the theocracy announced by Jesuswould soon
emage TheJesusgroup established by Paul, likedl groups cherished adidinctive sodd identity thet
hed threedimensions cognitive (“we’ aredifferent from “them”); evauative (“our” way isbetter then
“thars’); and emoationd (“we’ support eech ather attached to the Lord Jesusand oneanother.”).

|. Gal 1:1-5: L etter Opening

Godis"Father,” which means Patron. Jesusisthe broker for bdievers, thedients Paron's
providefavor (grace), and for Paul thisfavor is“sdvation” (seev. 4).

Il.Gal 1:6-9: Introduction

Lack of the customeary blessing a thispointisan atack on the collective honor of the Galdians
Ingteed, helevdsacharge againg them, of acoepting adifferent gogpd.  Thetwo competing gospdsare
Paul’s Torah-freeverson and the Judaizers Torah-rooted verson. Thelatter want Isadite Hdlenidtic
Jesusgroup membersto livethat barbarians; to adopt Judeen practices 0 asto be“ true lgradlites”

1. Gal 1:10-221: Paul DefendshisHonor (Form: Encomium, sdf-praise)

A. Opening: 1:10-12. Paul caresnothing about the opinions of others Hisgospd camethrough
reveaion (an ASC expeaience). Hetdls something unknown about the God of Israd and hisMessiah,
theLord Jesus

B. Paul’sLifedtyle 1:13-17. Origindly, hewasthoroughly observant of thebehavior and
customstypica of the people of Judeen (* Judaism’”). Thet he changed would make everyone supicious
sncesuch change was viewed negaively and was suspect. Cicero destribesthe Soicview: * The
Philosopher issurmises nothing, repents of nothing, isnever wrong, and never changeshisopinion.” (.
13-14).

Thechange Paul destribeshishirthintermsof aprophetic caling (see Jar 1.5; 1sa49:1b, ¢, 1sa6;
Ezek 1; 1s249:6; Jr 1:6). Thusdoeshedamauniquerdeand datusinthehouseof Igad, thankstothe
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God of Igad. But hedid nat behavethusin hisealy life. He acoepted authorized violence on behdf of
thesatus quo. Such behavior wasa“ change’ fromwhat God origindly intended for him. Paul isnot
now deviant. Heisfindly onthetrack Godintended, hisdivindy ascribed role

Revdaionisimportant snceit comesdirectly from God. A posieswere commissoned by Jesus

Education?He sudied Pharisailsm under Gamdid (Acts 22:3), but about Jesushehad no humen
teacher. Hewastaught by God (v. 16¢; s.e 1 Thess4:9 “theodidaktos’).

C. Paul’sConduct: 1:18-2:10. InJerusdlem (wv. 18-20) with Cephas (Aramaic, ‘ barbarian’
name), Paul doesnat study, but rather seeksto have hisdaim of having been “taught by God”
acknowledged by Cephasand James, thebrather of Jesus. In Syriaand Cilida(w. 21-24), Paul fulfills
God scommisson. Ashedid in Arabiaand Damescusfor threeyears, oin Syriaand Ciliciafor fourteen
yearspreeching to |gadite minaritiesliving among non-l sradite mgorities Hisreturnsto Jerusdem
dgnd hisloydty totheGod of Igad whose Templeisthere. Againin Jerusdem (2:1-10), Paul travels
becausedirectedinan ASC. TitusisaGreek Igadite, thoroughly acculturated inHdlenism. Paul’s
problemscomefrom“fadsebrothers” V. 7 refersto drcumdsed (Judeaiand vidnity, Snce 150 BC) and
undrcumdsed (everywheredse). By gopearing with famous people, Paul’ sreputation and honor are
enhanocad.

Insuit: Paul (v. 6); James Cephas John (V. 9).

D. Comparison of Paul and Others 2:11-21. Paul and Cephasa Antioch (w. 11-14). “To
opposesomenneto ther face” isalosing posture. Theearlier cessation of hodilities has now resumed;

Paul was unsuccesstul with Peter thistime. Paul firgt put himsdlf on par with Peter (2:1-10), now exdts
df over Peter (2211-14).

Comparison of Paul and Judean Jesus-Group Leaders: 2:15-20. The contragt is* Judeansby
nature’ (an outsder term) and “sSnnersof norHradite origin® (thet is, those hodtileto the God of [rad).
“Judified” isdso acomplex term, but hereit was conddered acharateridic of “ Igraditesby nature” (en
indder term). Bet English equivaent: “ divine acoeptahility, acoeptableto the God of Israd.” Chosenby
theGod of Igad. How doesit work? By baing faithful to Torah. Paul arguesthat * acogptability comes
through faith,” thetis, by showing rust and loydty to God, who raised Jesusfromthedead. Torah
observance dong isgood but insufficient to maintain divine acoeptability.

Epilogue 221
If Igadite acoeptability to God derivesfrom Torah, then Jesus degth mekesno snse

IV.Gal 3:1-6:10: Paul DefendshisGospd (Form: Public Argument) .

The Ten Words(Commeandments, Exod 20:1) weregpoken directly by Godto Moses. Therest
of the Commandments of theMaosaic Law camefrom God through angdic intermediiaries (Acts 7:53,;
Gd 3:19-20) to Mosssto | gad and induded both written and unwritten commandments Paul exduded
the Ten from hisreferenceto the Torah given through Moses: Thispart of theletter hastwo sections 31—
4:31stsout proofsof the gpegker’ spaint of view; 5:1-6:10 exhortsthe ligenersto comply with thetruth
of the gospd just demondtrated.

Saction One Gal 3:1-4:31 Proofs
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3:1-5“Hexing” causad the Galdianstolose“sght” of what God didinraisng Jesusfromthe
deed.

3:6-9 Abraham, anonHigradlite; (remember Jeoob=lgradl, see Gen 35:10) was acoegptableto God
by fath, trug, loydty. No Torahyet exiged. Vv. 6-7 acceptance by the God of 1srad dependsonfathin
God srasng Jesusfromthedead and dl thisentalls, just as Abraham, thenorH sradlite, had fathinthe
God of Igrad. What countsthen isnot bloodHine or genedlogy but faith which so meny of Abraham's
desoendantslack. ThisisPaul’ sfirg point. V. 8“dl the peoplesshdll beblessadinyou” hasto meen
Hdlenidic lgraditesand Judean Igradlites, Sncethat quotefrom Gen 18:18 was mede before Igrad exigted.
Thessamingly random dudter of dtationsisknown asharuzin in Hebrew, gringing pearls  Paul’ spoint:
TheGod of |gad findsacogptablethrough thar faith dl 1sraditeswho are blessad with thefaith of their
anoedor Abraham.

3:10-14 Jeusrestored Igrad’ shonor. Paul notesthat no onein Isad obsarvesthewholeLaw (v.
10), hencethey arecursad. Jesus arudifixion retoresthe honor of those accursad by the Law sincethe
crudfied Jesuswasraised by the God of Igrad. Naticehow “us’ refersto fdlow Igradlites.

3:15-16 Abraham' strueheirs. The promisewasto Abraham’ sseed (Sngular: sperma), not seeds
(plurd). That individud, sngleherislsad’ sMessah, reveded by God to be Jesuswhom God raissd
fromthedeed.

3:17-22 Rdaionship of God' spromisesto Abrahamto God' slaw throughMoses. Thepromise
to Abraham was mede centuries before the law givento Moses Why the Law? [ dolatrous pisode of the
Golden Cdf (Exod 32:1-35). Law runsfromMaossstotheMessah (v. 19).

3:23-4:11 Further daification. |gaditesof whatever sodd rank, whether Judeen of Helenigt,
whether dave or free, and regardless of gender, areonein Chrig Jesus Thebottom lineisthet by
bdonging to Chrig, the solehar of Abraham, the collectividic persons meking up Jesus groups become
thetrue offgaring of Abraham, hence heirsof God' s promiseto Abraham. “To redeem thosewho were
under the Law” meansto restorethe honor of Isradites. Adoption wasnot audean cusom. It was,
however, typica of Hdleniam, hencethiswould meke senseto Hdlenidic Isradlites, Paul’ saudiencein
Gdaia Abba(Fether, not Daddy) Sgnds patronage, which “kinifies’ relations between patron and
dient. Sy ojectswerelivingbangs Torgumntotheseistoinault God. Aschangeagent, Paul fearshis
Gdatianswill discontinuetheinnovation he prodamed among them. Hewill lasehonor himsdif.

4:12-20 Exhortatory interlude. Evil eye, and hospitdlity. Paul’ sanxiety for his Jesus Group.

4:21-31 Sarah and Hagar. Paul returnsto hismain argument that Jesus-group membersexigina
pog-Law stuation. Heoffersan dlegoricd interpretation of Sarah and Hagar (midragh) with gpplication
toJesusgroups Heisarguing againg thosein Galaiawho havergected hisgospd for the Judaizers
vergon, the one supported by Cephas, John, and James: Thehigh context of hisreference presumeshis
audienceknowstheddtals hencearelsadites. Themidrash castlsHagar as Sna covenant (mountainin
Arabig present Jrusdem and itscustoms and practices; Hagar (Jeruslem) isin davery. Sarah dandsfor
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the cdegtid covenant, cdegtid Jerusalem, bearing children for fresdom. Sheisthetruelgradite mother.

Paul’ s Jesusgroup membersarein fact children of thefreewoman, not of thedave, hence subject nat to
theendaving covenant of Snal but to the liberating covenant of the Jrusalem inthe sky. Thedaveand

her child —the Judaizers— mugt beturned away.

Saction Two: Gal 5:1-6:10 Exhortations

Therearetwo sedtionshere Onefocuses on crcumcigon, the sscond on behaviorsand thar
sources theflesh and Spirit.

5:1-12 Circumadsion (mdegenitd mutilaion). Paul’ skey ideahereisfresdom. Having gained
freedom from Egypt, the | sradites surrendered it to the Golden Cdlf. Circumdson becametheman
marker of Igaditeexdudvity around 150 BC, the M accabean era It wasjust anick, but it required total
obedienceto thewhole Law of Mases, astep back to davery according to Paul. Divine acoeptance comes
fromfaith. Thisnick d0“cutsoneoff” from JesusMessah. All thet countsisfathin God, whoraisd
Jesusfrom the deed, dong with behavior marked by love, thet is group atachmert.

5:13-26 Hesh and Spirit. Fresdom from meansfresdom for, or dave sarviceisawayspresant: if
not to one, thento the other. Theworks of theflesh arethe Ten Commeandmentsin disguise Theworksof
the Soirit make Law besdethe point. Themain obstad es ssem to be Meditaraneen mdequdities
arogance, chdlenging others and envy (V. 26). Rgect thesg, and strivefor group integrity .

6:1-10 Generd Exhortations. Find medley of exhortation to group integrity and group support.
Decgptionisakey notion here

V. Gal 6:11-18 Conduson

Impassioned pleato persuade ligenersto acogpt Paul’ spoint of view.

6:11 Paul waspart of the 1-2 %oof the populaion thet wasliterate. Threeformsof Paul’ sletters
hendhwritten by himsdlf, dictated, or written by someonedsefrom notesgiven by Paul.

6:12-17 Summary obsarvationsabout honor. Vv 12-13 areadrong accusation againg Cephes,
John, Jamesand their followers. They caremodtly about increasing honor by bringing the Gdatiansinto
thar Judeen Jesusgroup lifedyle  Paul condudesby saying if anyonehasproblemswithwhet heis
sying and doing, they should takeit up with hismegter and leavehim done.

6:18"“May thegrace of our Lord JesusMessiah bewith your irit, brothers Amen. ©
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Glossary:

Jesus Movement: Jesus and the group of hisimmediate circle of followers, their
families and friends.

Jesus-Group: Those who followed after Jesus' death and resurrection. -They called
themselves: Followers of the Way (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22). “Christian”
occursonly threetimesin the NT (Acts 11:26; 26:28; | Peter 4:16-17), but it is used by
outsiders with negative connotation.

Generations = chains of witnesses rather than a set number of years (e.g.,2 0-30).

Change Agency: The one who authorizes the change. In Isragl, thisis GOD

Change Agent: The one who promotes the change: In first century A.D. Isradl, thisis
PAUL

Clients: In the context of change, these are the people who need the change, whether or
not they know about it, or even whether or not they know that they need it.

Innovators. Those who accept and promote the change. Innovators control adequate
material and personality resources to absorb the possible failure due to an unsuccessful
innovation. They can understand and apply rather complex knowledge. They espouse the
value of venturesomeness, that is adesire for the daring, the chancy, and the risky.
Finally, innovators are cosmopolites, that is, they have contact with outsiders and most
often have social relationships with them.

First Adopters: Those who are a more integrated part of the local social system than are
innovators. They are locally focused people and frequently are opinion leaders. They are
not far ahead of the average person and serve as role models for others in adopting the
innovation. They are respected by peers and are the embodiment of successful and
discreet use of the new idea. They know that they must continue to earn the esteem and
reputation of their colleaguesif their position as opinion leadersin the social systemisto
be maintained.

Refraction - Context-based change of the innovation is called “refraction”

Reinvention is the behavior resulting from the refraction of the innovation (e.g., clique
formation in Corinth; denial of resurrection also in Corinth).

Evangelization: The process of communicating the innovation worked by God in the
Israelite Tradition, namely, that the God of Israel raised Jesus from the dead and
constituted him Messiah and cosmic Lord, soon to return to inaugurate theocracy in
Palestine.

Heterophilous: Heterophily isthe degree to which pairs of interacting individuals are
different in certain attributes such as beliefs, education, social status and the like.
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Heterophilous communication spreads vertically with a system, for example, through the
conversion of aking, prince or governor.

Homophilous. Homophily is the degree to which pairs of interacting individuals share
the same status and same beliefs, education, social status and background. Homophilous
communication spreads horizontally within a system.

Collectivigtic culture = aculture in which the individual is embedded in the group and
willingly works on behalf of the benefit of the group rather than for personal benefit. That
individual is defined by the group and draws identify from the group.

Law (Torah) isafluid concept: can designate the entire OT, the sections called Law and
Prophets (from Gen to 2 Kings), Law of Moses, Ten commandments. All written law.

Justice = proper interpersonal relations.

Justification = becoming acceptable to God by reason of the death and resurrection of
Jesus. Because of Jesus' redemptive death, God waives his right to avenge the dishonor
doneto him by those who sin, that is shame him.

Redemption = restoration of one’s status before God. Accomplished by Jesus' desath.

Righteousness = acceptance by God. Rooted in Abraham who believed in what God did,
not in Torah observance.

© SOCIETY OF SAINT PAUL. The General House, Rome, Italy 2009

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON ST PAUL



