
In the Father’s House 

 

«As we have been united 

in the profession of the faith,  

so let us keep ourselves united 

in suffrage and intercession».   

(Fr. Alberione) 
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At about 4.40 am (local time) on 30 April 2019, our confrere Disciple of the 

Divine Master  

 

BROTHER MASAHIRO FRANCESCO CONRADO TSURUDA 

64 years, 52 of Pauline life and 38 of religious profession 

 

reached the Father’s house at the San Giovanni Sakura Machi Hospital in 

Tokyo. 

Masahiro was born in Nagasaki, in southern Japan, on February 18, 1955, as 

the second son of his parents, Saverio Saichi and Maria Matsuno. Masahiro’s 

elder brother died about two years ago. Raised in a very Catholic family, not 

infrequent in this southern area of Japan where our faith is more widespread 

than the rest of the country, Masahiro was baptized in the parish of Kibachi 

(Nagasaki) on March 4, only a few weeks after his birth, with the name of Francis 

Xavier. 

Brother Masahiro, who received his religious name Conrado at his first 

profession, was not only a fully formed Pauline, faithful for all his life to the needs 

of the Pauline mission, but also a person who, having known the suffering of 

others well, developed a strong sense of compassion and empathy with the 

suffering, in particular with our sick Brothers, to whom he always wanted to be 

very close. First of all the physical and psychological suffering of his parents, 

exposed to the radiations and witnesses of the terrible nuclear holocaust 

following the dropping of the atomic bomb on Nagasaki (August 9, 1945), was 

always for him a real school of life. Furthermore, he always had a delicate health, 

especially in the last 20 years, during which he underwent various surgical 

procedures due to a recurrent tumor. 

Masahiro entered the House on April 4, 1967 at the age of 12, when he 

crossed the threshold of the Fukuoka community, where he immediately 

received Confirmation on September 17, 1967. In Fukuoka he attended public 

school until 1970, then taking courses in our St Paul high school in Akasaka and 

Hachioji (Tokyo). From 1973 to 1977 he attended classes at the Saint Sulpice 

Major Seminary in Fukuoka, before taking a year out of the community, where he 

worked as a photocomposer at a printing company. Returning in 1978, the 

Pauline religious formation began first as a postulant and then with the novitiate, 

which concluded in the Hachioji community on March 25, 1981. The formators 

were happy with his progress. During the years of study in the Seminary he 

showed a good life of piety, combined with a healthy practice of physical 

exercises (Brother Masahiro was very fond of playing football) and the full 

awareness of the meaning of religious consecration, made him a religious who 

was balanced and appreciated by the Brothers. Also in the apostolate he showed 

good commitment and dedication, which he maintained throughout his life. 

Finally, he made his perpetual profession on March 19, 1985 in the Hachioji 

community. 

His apostolic commitment moves throughout his life between two main poles: 

the management of the economy and as an editorial staff, in particular as 
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proofreader. From 1985 to 1988 he worked in the administrative sector of the 

St Paul school of Hachioji until 2000. While remaining in that community, he did 

his apostolate in the editorial sector and animated the Province’s Spirituality 

Center. In the same year he moved to the community of Tokyo Wakaba, where 

he was editor-in-chief of the monthly Katei no tomo. In 2004 he returned to 

Hachioji for two years, until the end of the community, to take over the 

audiovisual sector, an apostolate that will continue in the Japanese capital until 

2011. 

Brother Masahiro was appointed Provincial Bursar of the newly elected 

Circumscription Government, thus enhancing his already considerable 

administrative and apostolic experience. His very serious, honest and precise 

character, not inclined to dwell on words but accustomed to the facts, helped 

him a lot to accompany the economic management of a complex and articulated 

province like Japan. At the end of his mandate he was asked to support the new 

provincial Bursar, a post that he continued until a few months ago. He was 

diagnosed with a malignant kidney tumor, that finally caused his death after a 

severe heart attack at the Medical Center where he had been hospitalized a few 

days earlier. 

In the testimony of our Brothers, few people have understood and embodied 

in his life the spirit of our Founder like him. This is why he loved Pauline 

spirituality very much, a passion that allowed him to write spiritual notes often 

for community animations during Eucharistic visits. Now that he has met Father 

Alberione in the peace of the Risen One, may he experience the joy of the elect 

and intercede for the whole Congregation, engaged in these years in a great 

effort of renewal in communion with the Church of Pope Francis. 

 

 

 
Rome, 1st of May 2019                            Father Stefano Stimamiglio, ssp  

                                                     Secretary General 

 

 

The funeral will take place at 13 hrs (local time) on Thursday 2 May in the Pauline community of Tokyo-

Wakaba. Subsequently his ashes will be buried in the chapel of the Pauline Family of the cemetery of 

Tokyo-Fuchu. 
 

The circumscription Superiors should inform their communities about the prescribed suffrages (Const. 65 

and 65.1). 


