
In the Father’s House 

 

«As we have been united 

in the profession of the faith,  

so let us keep ourselves united 

in suffrage and intercession».   

(Fr. Alberione) 
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On 31 March 2019, our brother priest died in Tokyo (Japan) 

  

FATHER TOSHIO LUIGI AGOSTINO IKEDA  

90 years, 72 of Pauline life, 69 of profession and 61of priesthood 

 

With Father Agostino Ikeda, an important piece of the history of the 

Society of Saint Paul in the Far East is passing away, on which since the 

1930’s, the gaze of Fr. Alberione was fixed, eager to bring the message of 

salvation with the means of social communication to the ends of the earth. 

On behalf of the first Paulines who arrived in Japan in 1934 and with the 

stimulus of the same Primo Maestro – who knew him in Rome during the 

years of theology and who encouraged him to become a writer – Father 

Agostino began to devote himself immediately to the editorial office, an 

apostolate that he accompanied all his life. Many books written on various 

themes: the martyrdom of the Christians of Nagasaki (whose stories were 

scripted in 2016 by the director Martin Scorsese with the film Silence); the 

biography of some European missionaries in Japan (including Father Villon), 

who worked hard for the inculturation of Catholicism in a Buddhist and 

Shinto context; the lives of saints (a revised and updated edition has 

recently come out); the history of the Church in Japan; the translation and 

commentary of The Confessions of Saint Augustine, as well as numerous 

catechetical pamphlets and an interesting commentary on the Conciliar 

Decree “Inter mirifica”.  

Toshio Luigi (the latter is the baptismal name) was born in the 

Prefecture of Miyazaki, in the Southeast of Japan, on 22 September 1928. 

His parents gave him and his brothers a firm and robust faith, which would 

lead him after the end of the 2nd World War, in requesting to enter the 

Society of Saint Paul. He crossed the threshold of the Tokyo-Wakaba 

community on 4 November 1946. He was only 18, but already with great 

experience in life, albeit a tragic one. In fact, he shared with his people the 

outcome of the Second World War, which left Japan deeply incapacitated 

by the defeat and consequences of the two atomic bombs, which have 

destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki, in addition to the low morale of the 

population. Toshio also participated personally, despite his very young age, 

destined as auxiliary services in the army and aviation school. 

Esteemed by the formators, he attended the novitiate between 1948 

and 1949 in the community of Tokyo-Akasaka, where he professed the 

religious vows on 23 April, taking the name of Augustine. The first 

Paulines, Father Marcellino and Father Lorenzo Bertero, arrived in Japan 

only 14 years earlier and already, with the help of Providence, saw the 

arrival of the first promising young people in the House. Not bad, 
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considering the difficulty of the beginnings. Given the temperament of 

Augustine, he was assigned to the apostolate of Master of Aspirants. At 

the same time, he attended university and graduated in philosophy, 

subsequently obtaining a teaching license in English and sociology. 

On 23 April 1952, he made his perpetual profession and the following 

year he moved to Rome to attend the Pauline International College. He was 

ordained a priest in the Eternal City on 7 July 1957 by the laying on of hands 

of Bishop Ettore Cunial, along with eleven other companions. That same 

year he returned to his homeland, in Tokyo, assigned to the community of 

Akasaka with teaching assignments in our school and as editor. From 1972 

to 1976, we find him as Superior in Tokyo-Wakaba, where, as a member of 

the Centre for Pauline Spirituality, he also began to translate the writings of 

Fr. Alberione into Japanese, as well as the Constitutions of the Society of 

Saint Paul. Activity that will continue in the following years.  

In the following period (1976-1979), he was Vicar Provincial, followed 

by a period (until 1988) as administrator of the “Collegio San Paolo”. 

Meanwhile, until his death, he dedicated himself to his editorial mission, 

which he incarnated, thanks to his intellectual gifts and the faith inherited 

from the fathers and strengthened in direct contact with Primo Maestro, in 

an authentically Pauline way, working in the field of inculturation of the 

Gospel message in the Japanese spirit and culture. In addition to the books 

mentioned above, two other titles from his repertoire deserve special 

mention: I want to live like this. The encounter between the Japanese mentality 

with the spirit of the Bible and To renew the soul of Japan. Essay of analysis of 

Japanese customs and culture to orient them through the light of Revelation. 

Now seasoned by age, a few days ago Father Agostino, suffering from 

pneumonia, was admitted to the surgery department of Tokyo’s Hayashi 

hospital, where he gave his life to God following a septic shock. Now, in 

the fullness of life, this faithful servant of the Divine Master has reached 

the city of God, where, as the liturgy of the Word of today reminds us, «a 

river and its waterways gladden the city of God, the holiest of the abodes of the 

Most High» (Ps 46). From up there, may he intercede for us so that the 

journey of renewal undertaken by the Congregation in the digital age can 

find new missionary openings. 

 

Rome, 2 April 2019                     Don  Stefano Stimamiglio, ssp  

                                                  Secretary General 

The funeral will take place at 13:00 (local time) on Wednesday, 3 April 2019, in the Pauline community 

of Tokyo-Wakaba. Subsequently his ashes will be buried in the chapel of the Pauline Family in the 

cemetery of Tokyo-Fuchu. 

The circumscription Superiors should inform their communities about the prescribed suffrages (Const. 65 

and 65.1). 


