
In the Father’s House 

 

«As we have been united 

in the profession of the faith,  

so let us keep ourselves united 

in suffrage and intercession».   

(Fr. Alberione) 
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At 00.55 of 4 April 2018, at the time when our religious Family was 

preparing to remember the dies natalis of our blessed Founder, our 

brother priest  

FATHER CECILIO FRANCISCO ORTIZ MARROQUÍN 
83 years, 71 of Pauline life, 63 of profession and 56 of priesthood 

passed away in the community of Madrid – Vizconde de los Asilos. 

Cecilio was born in Zuñeda, a village in Spanish Castile, on 15 May 1934 

from a very religious family, the fifth among eight siblings, four male and 

four female. He was baptized ten days later in the local parish dedicated to 

the apostle Andrew. That was the eve of the terrible Civil War (1936-

1939), which would leave enormous damages in the social and human 

fabric of the country. Papa Francisco and Mama Constantina, who were 

farmers and very religious people, lived a simple life, very dedicated to the 

work and education of their children, three of whom will follow the path 

of consecrated life. In addition to Cecilio, two other sisters will become 

religious: one (Maria Cecilia) among the Daughters of St. Paul (now 

residing in the community of Madrid) and the other among the Servants of 

Jesus. 

At the age of 14, the young man entered the Society of Saint Paul: on 18 

September 1946, when he crossed the threshold of the community of 

Zalla, not far from Bilbao, in the Basque Country. It was a courageous 

decision, if one would think that at home only a few months before, on 9 

April, his father died suddenly. In Zalla, in the years of the initial formation, 

Cecilio obtained a baccalaureate diploma, before the religious investiture 

(25 January 1952) and of the novitiate, who then lived in Deusto (Bilbao). 

On 8 September 1954, Cecilio pronounced his first profession, assuming 

his father’s name of Francisco. 

Philosophical studies followed, then that of theology at the Pauline 

International College in Rome. Here, on 8 September 1958, he professed 

his religious vows in perpetuity, an act that introduces him to the 

admission to the priesthood, which he will receive, also in Rome, on 2 July 

1961, by the imposition of the hands of Cardinal Luigi Traglia. 

After returning to Spain, from 1962 to 1968 he began his intense 

Pauline mission in the community of Coslada, where he carried out his 

apostolate at first in the bookstore, then followed the administration, and 

then as Master of the aspirants. From 1968 to 1978, again in Madrid, he 

took care of the local agency of the San Paolo Film (a position that he 

would cover again from 1986 to 1991), before being transferred to 

Oviedo, where he was a bookseller for two years. Following two 

mandates, from 1980 to 1986, as Local Superior of the new community of 

Barcelona, where he also rendered his collaboration in the bookstore of 
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the Catalan capital. From 1991 to 2002, we found him – still following the 

administration of the bookstore and for two terms as Superior – in the 

Pauline community of Las Rozas (Madrid). Here he would also offer his 

contribution in assisting the sick. In 2004, until 2009, he was transferred to 

Seville for two terms as Local Superior. The same task would then take 

place in the community of Madrid – Las Rozas (2009-2012). 

From 2010 Father Cecilio began to suffer from renal insufficiency, which 

would force him first to a delicate surgery and then to an inevitable and 

progressive degradation of his physical conditions, which would force him 

to hospitalization for some years in the Madrid infirmary – Vizconde, 

where in the night between 3 and 4 April he rendered his soul to God. 

Like many Paulines of a distant past who knew the rapid and 

extraordinary apostolic expansion, also Father Cecilio did not enjoy 

adequate technical training in relation to the tasks he was then called upon 

to assume, always making himself self-sufficient, in fidelity to the Secret of 

Success, from the training he had received in the initial formation. He is 

remembered as a man who is always busy, faithfully dedicated to the 

apostolate, always cheerful and collaborative with everyone, unable to hurt 

anyone. He was always friendly but at the same time demanding, especially 

when he was involved in formation tasks. 

We admire in him, as our Spanish confreres testify, the ability he has 

always had to live his illness serenely and with Christian patience, which 

has accompanied him for almost ten years. In recent months, he was 

aware of his delicate state of health and he lived peacefully his passage to 

the next life, comforted by the Anointing of the Sick that he received with 

complete lucidity and serenity a few days before surrendering his soul to 

God. 

In entrusting this faithful apostle to the mercy of God, let us now ask 

for his intercession before the Divine Master so that the Province of Spain 

and the whole Congregation can face with courage this delicate historical 

passage of our short life. 

 

 
Rome, 4 April 2018                       Don   Stefano Stimamiglio, ssp  

                                                                   Secretary General 

 

The funeral will be celebrated on Thursday 5 April 2018 at 11 AM. The body will be 

buried on Saturday, 7 April in the family tomb of the Zuñeda cemetery. 
 

The circumscription Superiors should inform their communities about the prescribed suffrages 

(Const. 65 and 65.1). 


