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il segretario generale 

 “As we have been united in the 
profession of faith, so let us keep 
ourselves united in suffrage and 
intercession.” 

 (Fr. Alberione) 
 
 
 
 
 

At 5,20  this morning (local time) in the Pauline infirmary of Cidade Paulina (São Paulo), our 
brother Disciple of the Divine Master has returned to the Father.   

BR. JOÃO DA CRUZ ACÁCIO PAULINO PINTO 
88 years, 64 of Pauline life, 61 of religious profession 

Br. João was born on 10 December 1922 in Nuporanga, in the State of São Paulo. He lived 
with his family until the age of 19. After a vocational experience with the Claretian 
missionaries, in 1943 he came to know the Society of Saint Paul thanks to our weekly 
publication O Domingo. He entered the Congregation on 7 December 1946, in São Paulo, where 
he was received by Fr. Sebastiano Trosso in the house at rua Major Maragliano. In the same 
house he spent his time of novitiate in 1948, with as formators Fr. André Ferrero and Fr. Irineu 
Gramaglia. 

He made his first religious profession on 19 March 1949, on the day of Saint Joseph, patron 
of the Pauline disciples; in this occasion he took the name brother João da Cruz. In June of the 
same year he was sent to the community of Caxias do Sul, opened a little time before, on 7 
March of the same year. He was part of that community, following it in its various transfers, 
until 1971. During this period he exercised his apostolate in the bookstore and, for some time, 
he gave help in formation. In 1974 he was transferred to the community of Rio de Janeiro, 
where he also worked in the bookstore. He returned to Caxias do Sul in 1997, where his 
presence animated the community by his witness of love for the Pauline mission and by his joy 
in personally realizing himself, accompanying everybody through the apostolate of prayer.  

On the occasion of his fifty years in religious life, he chose as motto: “If God is for us, who 
will be against us? He who has not spared His own Son, but has given Him up for all of us, will 
He not perhaps give us everything together with Him?” (Rom 8,31-32). On the same occasion 
he called to mind a thought from the Primo Maestro: “The work of the disciple elevates, cheers 
up and multiplies the work of the priest. By means of it, God is glorified, the Gospel is spread 
and souls are enlightened.” 

We cite two answers given by brother João da Cruz to the Pauline Cooperator that express 
well his spirit of prayer and apostolic dedication. 1) “What are the moments that determine your 
journey?” “They are the moments of prayer, of daily participation in the holy mass, of reading 
and reflection on Sacred Scripture, especially of the New Testament.” 2) “What do the people 
expect from a Pauline?” “From my experience, from my daily contact with persons in the 
bookstore, I think that the people expect the Pauline to be honest and coherent, that he be a 
person of much prayer so as to have the conditions to persevere and live fidelity to his apostolic 
vocation and explain himself for the benefit of the big public that hungers and thirsts for God.” 

We accompany this our dear brother with our prayers, so that he may enjoy that joy that has 
no end, in the vision of God “face to face” (1Cor 13,12) reserved for those who have loved 
Christ though they have not seen Him and without seeing Him have believed in Him (cf 1Pt 
1,8). From him we ask that he intercede before the Lord for the Congregation and in particular 
for Brazil so that the Lord may continue to send laborers into His harvest. 

 

Rome, 6 February 2011 Fr. Vincenzo Vitale 
 



The Superiors of Circumscription are to inform their communities for the prescribed suffrages (Const. 
65 and 65.1) 


