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“As we have been united in the profession of faith, 
so let us keep ourselves united in suffrage and in-
tercession.” 

(Fr. Alberione) 
 

 
 

 
In this first day of the year, solemnity of Mary Most Holy Mother of God, the Divine Master has called to his 
eternal reward our dear brother Priest 

 

FR. MARIO ALESSANDRO ZAPPA 
80 years, 68 of Pauline life, 55 of priesthood 

 

He passed away at 4 a.m. (local time) in the infirmary of Casa San Paolo of Rome due to cardiac circulatory 
arrest. Suffering for about ten years from difficulty of deambulation, his problems on the lower arteries have 
become ever more accentuated with the passing of the years until the immobility of the last times.  

He comes from Casorate Primo (Pavia, Italy), where he was born on 3 December 1929. He had entered the 
Society of Saint Paul in Alba on 16 August 1941, “kindly entertained in the House” – as he remembers with 
gratitude – by Fr. Luigi Zanoni and by Fr. Giovanni Bandini. “The young man is very good, but a little weak in 
health,” wrote his parish priest; and, on his part,  his elementary school teacher described him as “a student of 
mild and timid disposition; in school work his will is remarkable and he is scrupulous; he is attentive, disciplined 
and assiduous.” 

With this baggage of human qualities and “in order to realize his desire to be a priest,” he came to the semi-
nary of Alba, which marked the stages of his Pauline formation until the threshold of theology. In the Mother-
house he attended grammar and high school, received the religious habit, finished the novitiate and made his first 
religious profession on 8 September 1946; he worked in the typographical apostolate.  

Then he studied theology in Rome, where he consecrated himself definitively to the Lord on 8 September 
1952 and was ordained a priest on 5 December 1954 by Mons. Ettore Cunial in the Sanctuary of the Queen of 
Apostles, recently consecrated by the same Prelate.   

The scarce documentation does not allow us to delineate with exactness the first years of his priestly ministry. 
From indications that can be found here and there in the infrequent correspondence, we know that Fr. Mario 
spent a first period in the seminary of Catania; about four years followed in Canada, in Sherbrooke and Montréal 
(1958-1962), committed in the management of the printing press that “operated with agility when your valid 
help was there,” as Fr. Zanoni wrote him, but however those were not easy years; then it was the turn of Bari 
(1962-1965).  

In 1965 Fr. Mario is in Alba, with the task of teacher of the French language to the aspirants of the high 
schools; the following year he is sent to Genoa, where he works in the bookstore and at priestly ministry; in 1994 
he returns to Alba to help in the library and in ministry in the Temple of Saint Paul. In October of 2000 he is 
transferred to the infirmary of Rome.   

“What God wants is never too much” is an expression that we find disseminated in his correspondence show-
ing his availability to what is proposed to him from time to time by his superiors. Sometimes he has recourse to 
the noted phrase of Alessandro Manzoni: “God never disturbs the peace of his children if not to prepare for them 
one that is certain and greater.”  

It is the message that our beloved Fr. Mario leaves us. May he live now the life that is without end! And may 
the Divine Master give to his faithful servant relief after hard toil, life after death and eternal rest in the festive 
company of the Pauline Family in heaven.   

Rome, 1 January 2010 Fr. Giuliano Saredi 

His funeral will take place tomorrow, Saturday 2 January, at 3 p.m. in the Crypt below the Sanctuary of the “Queen 
of Apostles” in Rome. – His body will be transported to Casorate Primo, the town of his birth, where – after the fu-
neral rites in the parish Church, scheduled at 3 p.m. Sunday 3 January – it will be buried in the local cemetery.   

Let the Superiors of Circumscription inform their communities for the prescribed suffrages (Const. 65 and 65.1) 


