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On 28 September St Paul’s
Bookshop celebrated 20 years as
proud neighbour to Westminster
Cathedral. Fr Vincenzo
Santarangelo, Managing Director
gave the following interview. 
Who does the Westminster
Cathedral bookshop serve?
“St Paul’s by the Cathedral bookshop
has a broad and diverse cross-section
of clients. We attract clergy (from
both the UK and abroad) who can
have quite specialist requirements,
along with regular lay Christians of
different generations and
nationalities; in addition, our
customers include academics,
tourists, and a sprinkling of the plain
curious. The bookshop itself does a
significant amount of its business
with schools and parishes and
sometimes prisons, which is why our
selection of books and other products
includes many publications, resources
and items that some of our customers
find puzzling or even surprising! We
also strive to have a truly ecumenical
offering, which means we stock books
and other products that cater to most
mainstream Christian points of view
and theological perspectives. We
consider ourselves to be a Christian
Bookshop (in the broadest sense)
which is run by a Roman Catholic
Society, rather than being a Roman
Catholic bookshop per se. 
Who founded the bookshop?
The bookshop here in Victoria was
setup by the late Fr Sebastian
Karamvelil, who continued to run it
until his death in July this year. It is, of
course, modelled on the pattern
originally devised by Fr Alberione, the
founder of the Pauline Family.
Please tell us about St Paul’s
Publishing – its history and 
its aims.
The first Paulines arrived in Great
Britain on 29 July 1947 and

established their headquarters in
Langley. They began their apostolate
by starting a publishing house which
has been a distinguished one for
decades spreading  the Good News.
The Society of St Paul and the Pauline
Family are present in UK and Ireland
with two publishing houses, several
bookshops and the Liturgical
Apostolate.
Following the charism of our Founder,
our mission is the announcement of
the Good News through all means of
communication: press, cinema, radio,
television and the web, which
constitute the most urgent, rapid and
effective works of the Catholic
apostolate.
In particular, our bookstore is a
temple; the bookseller, a preacher; the
bookshelf is a pulpit of Truth.
On average, how many people
does the bookshop serve each
year? In person and on
internet.
For obvious reasons, this can actually
vary quite a lot - and, of course, many
of our bigger customers aren't in fact
individuals, but institutions and
organisations. But a guide figure
would probably be somewhere
around 60,000 transactions a year. 
As well as visiting the
bookshop, what other ways can
people purchase products?
About a third of our business comes
as orders placed over the phone or by
post, which includes most of the
purchases made by institutions (as
these often take the form of written
purchase orders). There is, of course,
also our website, which is a growing
and increasingly important part of our
business today.
What are the bookshop’s plans
for the Year of Faith?
We have just published “I Believe in
One God”, a book by Pope Benedict
XVI. It is a book that presents the
explanation of the Creed. A book that
every person of good will should read
because it is a real school of life for
the people of our time.
In addition, along with the Daughters
of St. Paul, we have launched an
initiative that is having success in
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many parishes. It is a very large poster
and a small image. Both reproduce
the official icon of the faith, Christ
Pantocrator of the Cathedral of
Cefalù (Sicily), and the text of the
Creed. 

What do you personally feel is
unique about St Paul’s bookshop
by Westminster Cathedral? Is
there anything  that you are
particularly fond of?
Well, it is, or so I believe, the largest
Christian bookshop anywhere in
Europe, which makes it something
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Vision of St Paul’s Publishing 
Give to all the Charity of the Truth.
Restore confidence and hope to those who labour and are
overburdened.
The announcement of the Good News : the apostolate of the Means
of Social Communication.
The press, cinema, radio, television and the web constitute the most
urgent, rapid and effective works of the Catholic apostolate. 
The new evangelisation is directed to the whole person, so one must
speak not only of religion but talk of everything like a Christian. 
Our bookstore is a temple, the bookseller a preacher. Light, sanctity,
joy in Jesus Christ and the Christian life are fruits that are being
sought. The bookshop is a pulpit of Truth. 
All those who are engaged in the Pauline apostolate are deeply
committed to work for the Lord and for the people of the new
millennium. 

pretty special! But it is also a real
"meeting place" − its sheer size
means that we are able to carry a
truly broad range of material that
reflects most of the views and
opinions found both within the
Catholic Church herself, and also
within the wider Christian
community. Consequently, the shop is
a place that truly welcomes and
embraces everyone, and which
facilitates honest discussions, debates
and exchanges in the very best sense.
We also cater to the needs of the
Christian community: as well as

selling books, we also sell everything
that a parish or individual Christian
may feel they need, from altar bread
to vestments, from rosaries to prayer
cards. But, I suppose having our own
public Chapel with permanent
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
at all times when we are open makes
St Paul’s really special. 

Visit: stpauls.org.uk 
telephone: 0207 828 5582
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