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Not many days separating us from our IX 
General Chapter, I am asked for a contribution 
about the General Chapter of 1957, participated in 
by the Primo Maestro, Fr. James Alberione (1884-
1971), now blessed. 

 
The things to be said would be so many. And, 

in order to start, I say that the Primo Maestro has 
prepared himself with much prayer, with 
suffering and advice (e.g. His Eminence Mons. 
Larraona, Fr. Zanoni, Fr, Lamera, ecc.). 

 
On 28 January 1957, in the meditation he has given to us priests in the chapel of 

the General House, he has reminded us: “During these days we shall sing at the end 
of the Visit and Eucharistic Benediction the hymn to the Divine Master to prepare us 
well for the General Chapter, and during the meditation we shall read some article of 
the Constitutions. We shall pray so that the Government of our Congregation may 
fall into good hands.” 

And the following day he ends the meditation in this way: “The reading of the 
Constitutions must lead us to pray more for our Institute and to be more united so 
that the Institute may come out from the Chapter stronger.” Talking then of the 
ordinary and extraordinary Chapter, he thus explains: “Regarding the duration of the 
Superior General with his Council, we have reflected and meditated for a long time. 
Then we have decided that it last for 12 years: this in view of our apostolate which is 
rich in initiatives.” 

 
Besides prayer, the Primo Maestro offers his suffering caused during that time by 

a strong pain at a knee and by a deforming arthrosis. To be added is the acute pain 
caused him by his denture: he does not talk about it until the 28th day.  

 
For us today, in order to understand how the Primo Maestro prepared himself 

and the confreres for the Chapter event, it can be useful to look through the Diary of 
those first months of 1957. 

 
On 26 January the Primo Maestro writes to Pope Pio XII thanking him for the 

audience granted first to him privately in his library and then together with our 
people (6 in all) and the Daughters of Saint Paul (5 in all) in the Throne Room (25 Fe-
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bruary 1957). We can believe that in that circumstance the Primo Maestro may have 
asked the Holy Father for a special blessing for the General Chapter, scheduled du-
ring the following months. It has appeared to the Primo Maestro that the Pope had 
been concerned that the members of the Pauline Family did not give enough time to 
prayer (piety) for the difficult apostolate that they must carry out. The Primo Maestro 
assures him by the following letter: “Your Holiness, kneeling before your feet: - I am 
very grateful to you for the fatherly audience granted to the Priests and Sisters of the 
Pauline Family. – I have seemed to note, please allow, a holy concern on your part for 
the interior life of our members. Of this there is never abundance; however, I can as-
sure Your Holiness that our Priests, Brothers and Sisters are faithful to the hour of 
adoration before the Bl. Sacrament every day, as it is prescribed for everybody in the 
Constitutions. This, besides the practices of piety established in similar Institutes.”  

 
But beyond this, the Primo Maestro himself affirms, in his meditation given to us 

in the morning of March 2 before starting a series of meditations on Saint Paul, that 
the Pope was well informed about our situation.  

On 5 March the Primo Maestro continues to write about the Chapter. Then he 
meets a person (Ministry of Public Instruction and Institute of Fine Arts) for the 
House of Exercises on the lake of Albano-Ariccia. 

On 7 March, in his medtitation to the priests, the Primo Maestro cites the words 
of Saint Paul to Timothy: “But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteou-
sness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness” (1Tim 6,11) and ends reminding 
the priests of the reward: “live a holy life to win more souls for God.” 

On 7 March he receives Fr. Zanoni, and then Fr. Paolo Marcellino, to know at 
what point are the logistics to be given to the Capitulars who will arrive in Rome or in 
Albano.  

Even on 9 March the Primo Maestro continues to write about the General Chap-
ter. The next day, in the house of the Institute Queen of Apostles in Via Basilio Bricci 
14, he leads an hour of Adoration before Jesus in the Sacrament, inviting to pray for 
the coming Chapter.  

On 12 March, after having given to us the meditation, he returns again to prepa-
re writings about the General Chapter. Then he writes to Fr. Clemente Canavero, in 
the Philippines, saying that he is waiting for him with 3 confreres of Japan.  

On 13 March he visits the property acquired from Prince Chigi for the House of 
Exercises. The following day, after the meditation to the priests, he reminds of the 
pedagogy of Saint Paul: raise up the spiritual edifice on simple folk; do not be afraid 
because God is with us and He chooses that which is nothing... “so that nobody may 
boast before God.”  

On 21 March he writes a letter to Fr. Desiderio Costa (Spain) where he clarifies 
his thought about some points and hints at the General Chapter.  

 
Some days after (24 March), seeing the Primo Maestro very tired, I ask him where 

is it that he feels pain so as to advise the Pious Disciple nurse. He says to me: “I feel 
pain a bit everywhere…”. Later he is forced to close himself in his room for some rest: 
I do not doubt that he is offering everything for the good outcome of the Chapter.  

On 26 March the Primo Maestro gives the introductory meditation to the General 
Chapter of the Sister Disciples in their House at Via Portuense 739.  
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On 3 April, in his meditation to the priests, the Primo Maestro quotes the Letter 
to the Ephesians where the Apostle talks of the armor that the priest must put on 
(Eph 6,11-17). And he ends: “It is the program of our struggle against pride, the pas-
sions and the world.”  

Then he goes to the Pious Disciples in Via Portuense to offer his best wishes to 
the Mother General Sr. M. Lucia Ricci and to the other sisters elected for the Council 
and the General Government of their Congregation.   

On 4 April, in the morning, the Primo Maestro returns to the Pious Disciples  to 
assist – with His Eminence Mons. Luigi Traglia and Fr. Mario Piazzano of the  Giu-
seppini of Asti, who works for the Congregation of the Religious – in the works of the 
Capitulars. He stays there for 4 hours.  

In our refectory at lunchtime Fr. Paolo Marcellino greets him on his 73th bir-
thday. The Primo Maestro stays with the Capitular Fathers last to arrive, especially 
with Fr. Francesco Borrano. After a brief rest, at 5.15 p.m. he leaves for Albano, the 
House of Writers, to start with the other confreres, priests and disciples, the Spiritual 
Exercises in preparation for our first General Chapter. The talks are 4 every day: some 
are given by His Eminence Mons. Antonio Bergamaschi and others by His Eminence 
Mons. Arcadio Larraona and by the  Primo Maestro. 

The Exercise end on 10 April at 6 p.m. 
 

On 11 April, Thursday at 9.15 a.m. with the Mass by His Eminence Mons. Arcadio 
Larraona and the singing of the Veni Creator Spiritus, the work for the Chapter starts.  

Two scrutineers and the Secretary of the Chapter are elected among the 33 Capi-
tulars.   

 
At 4 p.m. the voting for the Superior General starts. At 4.25 the Primo Maestro is 

elected unanimously. He appears perplexed (from what I seem to have understood 
later, he would have wanted to resign so that Fr. Zanoni would be elected); but His 
Eminence Mons. Larraona, in the name of the Sacred Congregation of the Religious 
and of the Holy See, persuades him that this is the will of God. The Primo Maestro 
humbly accepts: he pronounces the oath against modernism and says the credo. The 
Capitulars in homage and obedience approach him to kiss his hand.   

 
On 12 April and in the two following days the Primo Maestro is in the hall with 

his confreres for the works of the Chapter.  
 
On 16 aprile, at 9.30 a.m., all the Capitulars take part in the special Audience 

granted by the Holy Father Pius XII. After his blessing and a group photo with the 
Pope, the Capitulars go to the Sanctuary of the Queen of Apostles for the singing of 
the Te Deum and the solemn Eucharistic Benediction imparted by the Primo Maestro. 
After dinner the Primo Maestro quickly goes to rest because he does not feel well. The 
other Capitulars return, some to Albano, the others to their towns to greet their rela-
tives and then  return to their seats. 

On 17 April the Primo Maestro gives the meditation to the priests in the chapel of 
the General House. Then he drafts the following circular, to be completed and sent to 
all our Houses, to give a brief report about the Chapter and to send to all his Easter 
greetings. 
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“Rome, Easter, 1957” 
 «Dear Brothers in S. Paul, 
 From 5 to 15 April, as announced, our first General Chapter took place.  

 The Holy Spirit has visibly worked. – To his telegram of notification and homa-
ge [sent to the Pope] about the finished election, His Holiness Pius XII has thus an-
swered:   

 A VOSTRA SIGNORIA REV.MA ET SINGOLI PARTECIPANTI PRIMO CAPITOLO + 
AUGUSTO PONTEFICE INVOCANDO NUOVI LUMI ED AIUTI DALL'ALTO PER 
FERVOROSA PERSEVERANZA NEI SANTI PROPOSITI - INVIA IMPLORATA 
APOSTOLICA BENEDIZIONE ESTENSIBILE MEMBRI ET OPERE INTERA 
CONGREGAZIONE. 

f.to DELL'ACQUA, SOSTITUTO. 
 

(Trans.: To his Very Rev. Lordship and all the participants of the first Chapter +  the august  
Pontiff, invoking new lights and help from above for your fervent perseverance in your holy 
resolutions – sends you the apostolic blessing you desire, also to  your members and the works 
of your whole Congregation) 
 
 The elections have given the following results: Superior Gen.: … [Fr. James Albe-
rione]; 1st Conc. and Vicar ... [Fr. Damaso Zanoni]; IInd Conc. … [Fr. Pierino Maraz-
za]; - IIIrd Conc. … [Fr. Tommaso Dragone]; - IVth Conc. … [Fr. Ambrogio Gambi]. 
 Procurator.... [Fr. Cipriano Poggi]; - Secretary... [Fr. Fedele Pasquero]; - Bursar...[Fr. 
Tito Armani]. 
 As soon as possible, the decisions of the General Chapter will be communicated. 
– For now: my wishes and prayers for all of you for a happy and holy Easter. – All 
blessings.   

Affectionately [Fr. J. Alberione] ». 
 
Some days after the conclusion of the Chapter, the Primo Maestro, through San 

Paolo, makes known to the confreres his prayer and state of mind during those days:  
«During this solemn moment my fervent prayer is that of Psalm 79 v.15: “Lord, 

look down from heaven and see and visit this vineyard; protect the stump that your right hand 
has planted and the sprout that you have cultivated.” Because I must confesss that “vineam 
meam non custodivi (I have not guarded my vineyard)”; at least not always and in 
everything. 

I thank all the Brothers that have believed in the particular mission clearly entru-
sted to me by the Lord; have worked in so many ways, with the full gift of their very 
selves; had the humility to support me for so many years. I am especially grateful to 
the Brothers of the first hour; and to those who have opened houses abroad, dedica-
ting themselves to it with the sacrifices of the beginnings». 

 
On 3 May, Friday, the Primo Maestro says mass early as usual in the Sanctuary of 

the Queen of Apostles and at 5.30 a.m. gives the meditation to all the Priests (inclu-
ding those of the seminary) as third meditation of the Retreat, started the day before 
by Fr. Giovanni Roatta with two meditations. It is enlightening for us what he has 
said on that occasion (I share notes taken from his meditation): 

 



 
 
 

— 5 — 
 

«I wish a good month of May to all of you! We owe to our Heavenly Mother af-
fection and great gratitude for so many graces. Reciting for her many good Rosaries 
during this month, we shall commit her to give us other graces: Mary likes very much 
this prayer, defined as the Breviary of Mary.  

And now a word about the Chapter. The motive for which it has been celebrated 
has also been this: reconfirm the spirit of the Institute in all its parts. In praying and 
renouncing our egoism one sees better the common good. And the Holy Spirit, 
invoked several times during the Holy Exercises at the start of the Chapter, and 
invoked by so many Confreres who have made true sacrifices, has worked much. – 
All those called to the Chapter have wanted to review the Institute in its goals, how it 
advanced, and if there was something to make better somewhere: piety, study, 
apostolate, the economic part, etc. All these matters have been reviewed, and then 
they will be printed with accuracy as they have been treated. – Much has been 
discussed about our formation in Christ. We have been born of the Host to become 
like the Divine Master and to form in turn souls in Christ; that is, to save souls! – It 
has been noted during the Council of Trent that before reforming so many things in 
the Church, her members were to be reformed. The same thing can be said of our 
Congregation. And all this happens if each of us observes well the Constitutions. 
From the first article we have it that “the general end of our Congregation is the glory 
of God and the sanctification of the members through the observance of the three 
vows: obedience, chastity and poverty; and through the ordering of our life, in 
common life”: And should not our Congregation be a factory of saints? – There is 
much to be made better also in the apostolate, especially in redaction. – If painful 
things are seen in the Church it is because charity is absent and as a result unity is 
absent. How many schismatics and heretics are there! Therefore also for us, if we 
want to progress well it is necessary, very necessary, that there be unity between the 
members and Superiors and viceversa. Do all things in union with your Superiors; 
those of the individual houses of the Province, united with the Provincial Superior; 
those of the individual houses of the Region, united with the Regional Superior and 
then everybody submissive to the Superior General and his Council. If therefore all 
the members will have mutual charity and all will be docile to their Superiors, then 
we will experience how great is the power of the whole Institute». 

 
These are the remembrances that appear on my mind in recalling how the Primo 

Maestro has prepared, lived and commented the first General Chapter. I willingly 
consign them to you, dear Brother Capitulars.  

 
I entrust all of you to the protection of Mary, Queen of Apostles, and I invoke 

upon each of you the abundance of the Holy Spirit, so that you may be able to 
understand well what the Lord will want to communicate to you and decide the best 
for our beloved Congregation.  

With affection.  
 
Rome, 19 March 2010 
 

Fr. Antonio G. Speciale, SSP 
Personal Secretary of the Founder 

 


